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MINISTRY TO THE SICK
SFRANCELLA@CATHEDRAL.DIO.ORG

524 East Lawrence Springfield, IL 62703
Cathedral Office: 217-522-3342
SPICATHEDRAL.ORG

Diocesan Victim Assistance is available. For the Diocesan Victim Assistance
Coordinator, please contact: Patricia Kornfield at 321-1155.

Mass Times: SAT 4PM, SUN. 7AM, 10AM, 5PM
Weekday Masses: MON. thru FRI. 7AM, 5:15PM and SAT. 8AM
Reconciliation (Confessions): MON-FRI 4:15PM- 5PM, SAT. 9AM-10AM,
2:30PM-3:30PM, and SUN. 4PM-4:45PM
Adoration: Tuesdays & Thursdays 4PM to 5PM

Please remember that if you or a loved one is in the hospital, a nursing
home or home-bound, to contact the Parish offices or Sr. Francella at
522-3342 x 142. Hospitals may know you are Catholic, but not know you
are from Cathedral. We would be happy to visit.

Welcome to the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception!
On behalf of our bishop, the Most Reverend Thomas John Paprocki, our parishioners, deacons, and priests, I welcome you to the mother
church of the Diocese of Springfield in Illinois.
The seat of the diocese was moved to Springfield from Alton in 1923. In the same year, “Old St. Mary’s” church of Immaculate Conception
Parish was named as the pro-cathedral of the new diocese until this cathedral church was built and dedicated in 1928. Currently, our
diocese comprises twenty-eight counties in central Illinois, serving over 140,000 members of the Catholic faithful.
I hope that your visit to our Cathedral is one of grace and beauty and that you feel at home in the mother church. I also hope that you will
find this edition of the Cathedral Weekly to be both informative and spiritually enriching. May God bless you and yours!

Mass Intentions for the Upcoming Week

Very Reverend Christopher A. House
Rector

Monday 15 April
7 AM - JOYCE JENNESS (TIM, KAREN & MATT VIZER) 12:05PM- BETTY EDGAR (ST. ELIZABETH SCHOOL)
5:15PM- LARRY IRVIN SMITH (FRIENDS FROM ISBE)
Tuesday 16 April
7 AM -JOYCE JENNESS (BILL & BEVERLY KLOSTERMAN) 12:05PM -MARY ANN MIDDEN (WILLIAM MIDDEN) 5:15PM- NO MASS
Wednesday 17 April
7AM -BETTY & GENE BARISH (FAMILY) 12:05 PM- EULALIA & RAYMOND OHL (ANGELA OHL-MARSTERS)
5:15PM- MARY ANN MIDDEN (WILLIAM MIDDEN)
Thursday 18 April
7AM -NO MASS 5:15PM -NO MASS 6:30 PM -BILL CRUMLY (CINDY & ED HOUSE)
Friday 19 April
7AM -NO MASS 5:15PM- NO MASS
Saturday 20 April
8 AM- NO MASS 4 PM- NO MASS 8 PM- SPECIAL INTENTION FOR KASEY MATTOX (ELLEN MATTOX)
Sunday 21 April
7 AM -FOR THE PEOPLE 10 AM GRACE FORLANO (JOHN BUSCIACCO) 5 PM- NO MASS

Like the Cathedral Weekly? Share this copy with a friend!

R E C T O R ’ S

C O L U M N

Luke’s Passion Narrative
The Passion narratives of Matthew, Mark, and Luke rotate on a three-year cycle for Palm Sunday and this year
the Church is presented with Luke’s narrative. Throughout Ordinary Time this year we have been presented
with Gospel selections from Luke and that will continue after Pentecost but this Lucan year also continues in
the upcoming Easter season as Acts of the Apostles is traditionally understood as being authored by Luke too.
Luke’s Gospel is divided into four parts: in the garden, before the Sanhedrin, before Pilate and Herod, and
finally Jesus’s crucifixion, death and burial. While Mark and Matthew present us with a Jesus surrounded by
darkness and impending doom, and John portrays a triumphant Christ, Luke offers us a gentle and merciful
healer who has given himself over to the Father’s will and continues his mission to the end.
One of the most striking occurrences for me in Luke’s Passion is early on at the Last Supper, when Jesus speaks to Peter telling him that
the devil had demanded to sift Peter like wheat but that Jesus had prayed for Peter’s faith. Peter quickly responds that he will never falter
in his faith, in fact that he is prepared to go to prison for the Lord and to even die for him. Yet, in that same moment, Jesus tells Peter that
he will deny him three times. Later that evening, the Lord’s prophecy comes to pass, just as he is being mocked by the Temple guards
who tell Jesus to prophesy. When Peter denies Jesus, Luke tells us that Peter catches the Lord glancing through the crowd at him in that
moment.
What a moment; in fact the thought of that scene always gives me chills. After that moment, realizing what has happened, Peter goes out
and weeps bitterly for his betrayal. I have often thought about that glance of Christ towards Peter. What did it look like? I can imagine it
being mixed with heart-break and pain but also with love and mercy; in no way do I imagine that glance being one of condemnation. So,
what about in our lives, in those moments when we fail the Lord through our sinfulness and human weakness? How is the Lord looking at
us? I imagine its quite the same. A look of pain but also one that
invites us back, to know again the love that the Lord always has for
us. His glance is one that does not illicit fear but that invites us to the
fullness of mercy.
Just as the Lord’s prophecy of Peter’s denial came to pass so did his
prayer that Peter would not fail because Peter ultimately turns back
to him. Peter humbles himself in contrition and therefore is able to
receive the grace and the strength that the Lord wanted him to have.
Sinners though we are, the Lord Jesus continues to intercede for us
as he did for Peter. Mindful of our sinfulness in these sacred days of
Holy Week, and always, let us turn to the Lord with humble and
contrite hearts that we might know the fullness of his mercy, the
power of his grace, and ultimately share in his victory as St. Peter
did.

Father Christopher House is the Rector of the Cathedral and serves
in various roles within the diocesan curia, namely Chancellor and
Vicar Judicial.

Important Information
Holy Thursday Mass of the Lord’s Supper - 6:30PM
Good Friday Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion - 3:00PM
Easter Vigil - 8:00PM
Easter Sunday Masses - 7:00AM and 10:00AM; there will be no 5:00 PM Mass on Easter Sunday.
Reconciliation
Mon. thru Fri. from 4:15PM to 5:00PM, Sat. from 9:00AM to 10:00AM and from 2:30PM to 3:30PM, and Sun. from 4:00PM to 4:45PM.
Stations of the Cross
Take the time to walk the Stations of the Cross, the final steps Jesus took to Calvary, each Friday during Lent immediately following the
5:15 pm Mass. The Stations will also be prayed on Good Friday at 12:05PM.
**We will continue to update important information on the website and facebook page for the Cathedral.**
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M I S S I O n
Maintenance vs.
Mission

things you can do to be part of the mission focus at the
Cathedral.

Smile and make room in the pew.

There are two kinds of Catholic
parishes in the US these days.
Maintenance parishes and mission
parishes. Maintenance parishes are
primarily concerned with maintaining
the status quo, keeping current
parishioners happy and involved, and
believing that "if it ain't broke, don't fix
it". Parishes driven by a culture of mission, on the other hand,
seek to help all people, parishioners and non-parishioners,
encounter and fall in love with Jesus so that their lives only make
sense when fully committed to Christ. Mission parishes seek to
grow disciples who understand their call to make Christ known in
the world and transform the culture. Maintenance parishes are
shrinking and dying Mission parishes are growing and thriving.
Cathedral is a mission-focused parish.

Next weekend is Easter. There may be many people in the pews
who don’t often attend Mass. Instead of secretly resenting them
for taking “your” pew or making it difficult to find a parking place,
extend to them the love and mercy God has for you and all His
children by sitting in the middle of the pew so you are ready to
welcome and smile at those who will share it with you.

Attend Alpha and/or invite a friend to attend.
The next Alpha course is starting on June 10. Postcards are
available to help you extend an invitation. Alpha can help you
connect in a more intimate way with Christ and with the Christian
community. And Alpha is an essential tool for a mission-focused
parish. But it is only successful if parishioners become an
invitational engine.

Pray for help in discovering your own mission.

During the past nine months our staff and clergy have combined
to offer a dozen short- and long-term adult faith formation
courses open to all in the Springfield area. Equipping disciples
with an understanding of the faith is essential to living that faith in
a world that is frequently hostile to Christianity. But we have also
focused on providing opportunities for the un-churched or
disengaged to find encouragement and hope. Over 100 guests
and team members have renewed their relationship with Jesus
through our parish Alpha courses. We are reviving a pro-life
ministry that will keep our parish focused on caring for our most
vulnerable, and we are seeking to understand how trauma keeps
people from realizing their full potential so that we can be part of
a healing process.

Your task as a missionary disciple is to proclaim and witness
Jesus Christ, and he has given you unique gifts to carry out that
mission. If you have not yet discovered how God has equipped
you, ask the Holy Spirit for enlightenment, understanding and
wisdom.
Cathedral will continue to offer ways for individuals to meet Jesus
and experience conversion. We are committed to growing
disciples and are interested in your ideas for how we can better
facilitate that. Please join us in asking for the Holy Spirit to inspire
us that we may discern and follow God’s glorious plan for our
parish.

This is a very exciting time for the Church and for the Cathedral
community. The Holy Spirit is moving powerfully in our parish and
in the lives of parishioners and guests. Christianity is no longer a
spectator sport; indeed, it was never meant to be. Here are three

Vicki Compton is the Coordinator for Faith Formation and Mission
at the Cathedral. She can be reached at
vcompton@cathedral.dio.org.
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F A I T H F O R M A T I O N
way this week, and we might take this time — from Palm Sunday
onward — as an opportunity to go back to the scriptural accounts
of his entry into Jerusalem, as well as his Passion and death, and
reflect on their meaning, for both ourselves individually and
humanity on a larger scale. We might want to take the time to sit
with these scriptural passages, placing ourselves in the scene,
going deeper and strengthening our relationship with Jesus. This
time should be one spent primarily within, as we consider the
significance of the events that are about to take place, but also
consider their necessity. What is it about the world we live in that
called for a Savior?

Getting Ready for
Yo u r H o l y W e e k
Journey
When I returned to the Church in my
late twenties, one of the things that
became very important to me was
fully investing in the liturgical year. As
a child, any day at church was just the
same as another, and though
Christmas and Easter had extra
trappings, my adolescent apathy didn’t
allow for much conviction or interior renewal. So, when I came
back I wanted to learn, appreciate and enjoy all the unique
aspects of living life according to the liturgical calendar. And there
was no time where that commitment to commitment became as
significant as during Holy Week.

Holy Thursday
Entering into the Triduum — which begins with Holy Thursday
and the Feast of the Lord’s Supper — we begin to move from the
interior to the exterior, as we commemorate the Last Supper both
in the Eucharist and in the ritual washing of the feet. As we
partake in and witness the ritual washing amidst our own faith
community, it is important for us to heed the instructions Jesus
gave his apostles that fateful night: “I have given you a model to
follow, so that as I have done for you, you should also do.”

Holy Week is the apex of our liturgical year. The entire week is
one of continued heightening, building and expanding of our faith
in and love for Christ, culminating with the celebration of the
Resurrection on Easter. There’s so much to do during the week,
and the ups and downs of the scriptural events throughout can
seem rather chaotic. I’ll admit my first few Holy Weeks upon my
return to Catholicism had me feeling frazzled and overwhelmed,
because I wanted to have the full-on, no holds barred Holy Week
experience. Instead, I wound up finding myself burnt out and
exhausted by the time Easter came around. This is a rather
common experience amongst the faithful, so I offer some gentle
guidance and things to focus on during the week in order to make
for a rich and rejuvenating encounter with God.

As the Body of Christ, we are called to emulate Jesus, our head,
and go out into the world and be a servant for all. Our faith is a
communal faith, and having spent the previous few days in
reflection and quiet, we are now being awakened and called out
of ourselves to serve and sacrifice as Jesus did. When the Feast
concludes, and the Eucharist has been brought to the Chapel, we

Palm Sunday
To make things simpler, it might help to look at Holy Week as a
journey, one that moves from the
interior to the exterior. We begin in
an interior space on Palm Sunday
— the traditional start of Holy
Week — allowing ourselves the
opportunity for both anticipation
and reflection. In the account of
Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem, read
during the blessing of the palms at
the beginning of Mass, we
anticipate the events of the week
to come, but in the Gospel reading
later, we encounter Christ in his
Passion and death.

are given the opportunity to reflect on Jesus’ time in the Garden
of Gethsemane. Jesus: alone, abandoned and afraid, in his full
humanity, cannot escape the reality of suffering and sorrow, a
reality that we all must live with. Holy Thursday is a time to be
with Jesus in his frailty, while simultaneously recognizing our
own.

Palm Sunday holds in tension the suffering and death of Jesus,
and the promise of the Resurrection. We hear of the crowds
waving palm branches — a symbol of victory — as they greet
Jesus entering Jerusalem, riding on the back of a donkey — a
symbol of peace — and yet we know that “the son of man must
suffer many things and be rejected” (Luke 9:22) as well.

Good Friday
We leave the Garden, and enter into Good Friday, a time of
solemnity and silence, as we listen to the proclamation of Jesus’
Passion and Death according to the Gospel of John. While we’ve
been sitting with the crucifixion throughout the week, it now takes
center stage, and with it comes the realization of our own
sinfulness in the wake of Jesus’ suffering and death on the
Cross.
Continued on p. 6…

We can look to Palm Sunday as the impetus for the week; it is
the invitation by Jesus to accompany him on his most important
mission. Jesus is inviting us to be with him in a more intentional
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S T E W A R D S H I P
Stewardship Activity
Stewardship of Time
Spend some time with family this week! What
creatively can you do with your palm? Where will
your family house this during the year?
Stewardship of Talents
Considering leadership within Alpha? Contact
Vicki for more information
vcompton@cathedral.dio.org.
Stewardship of Treasure April 6th & 7th
Envelopes:
$ 6,005.50
Loose:
$ 3,850.77
Maintenance:
$ 791.00
__________________________
Total:
$ 10,647.27
March EFT ($18,550.00)

Sacraments
For Sacramental information, please contact the Parish Offices at 522-3342.
Scripture Questions
First Reading: LK 19:28-40
The prophet Isaiah spoke of gifts he received from the Lord as well as how he
suffered for the faith. In what ways have you suffered for your faith convictions?
Second Reading: PHIL 2:6-11
In today's reading, we hear one of the earliest Christological hymns preserved by
Paul in his letter to the Philippians. What do you find most striking in the hymn?
Gospel Reading: LK 22:14—23:56
In the Lord's passion according to St. Luke, three times Pilate declares he finds
Jesus "not guilty" of the crimes brought against him. Even Herod (Antipas) found
Jesus innocent. Why do you think recording the innocence of Jesus was so
important to Luke?

Continued from p. 5

Everyday Stewardship

Most parishes offer the Sacrament of Reconciliation as a matter of
course, but it is also a good time to consider the evil occurring in
the world on a broader scale, and — remembering Jesus’
instruction from the ritual washing of the feet — perhaps take the
opportunity to fill part of this day of fasting with spiritual
nourishment, through service of some kind. While the day is (and
should be) tinged in sorrow, it is also important to remember to
never give up hope, to never forget the end of the story.

Jesus warns us in the Gospel of Matthew, "If anyone wishes to
come after me, he must deny himself, take up his cross, and
follow me." It is an invitation to a way of life, and a plan that leads
to holiness. But make no mistake, it is a warning as well. The
cross is a sign of victory, but only in light of the Resurrection.
Alone, it is a symbol of ultimate sacrifice: the sacrifice of Jesus
Christ for a fallen world, and the sacrifice we are called to make to
truly follow him.

Easter Vigil

The power of this symbol has been diminished in popular culture.
It is often used in fashion and simple wall art and on bumper
stickers and T-shirts, sometimes with Christian clichés and
sometimes not. But the cross is something so much more. It is a
reminder of the pain, suffering, and death of one who loved us so
much that he would give his very life for us. It is our God on that
cross. It is God who cries out in despair, feeling the ultimate depth
of human emotion. And there lies the key for us in trying to live this
life of carrying our crosses.

The Exsultet, sung after the lighting of the Paschal candle at the
beginning of the Easter Vigil, is the climax of the week, an
outpouring of joy and praise for the reality that is our Salvation.
The entire week has been moving toward this moment, just as the
history of the faithful, as recounted in the nine passages read
during the Vigil, had been awaiting the Resurrection.
Now is the moment to celebrate Christ’s victory over death and his
invitation to us to join him in new life. All the sorrow we’ve
encountered throughout our journey with him is to be forgotten
and the time has come to rejoice, through him, with him and in
him. It is also the time to remember that with the Resurrection
comes our responsibility to proclaim it, in both word and deed.
Easter does not end Monday morning. It never ends, and it is our
duty to always live in the hope and joy of the Resurrection and
bring that hope and joy to all whom we encounter.

For those who suffer the death of a loved one, the Father lost his
Son. For those who suffer the ravages of disease, his body was
broken, beaten, and pierced. For those who feel they have no way
out - whether due to prisons that are physical or prisons that are of
the mind - he hung on a cross and cried out, "Why?" For those
who feel alone and abandoned, he hung on a tree where no one
could comfort him, not even his own mother. He has walked in all
our shoes, and now we are called to walk in his. In the cross, we
find solidarity with the human condition. In an empty tomb, we find
our hope.

Fr. Jake Martin, SJ, is a Jesuit priest, comedian and writer. He is
pursuing a Licentiate in Sacred Theology at Heythrop College in
London.

Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS is in charge of Stewardship Direction for
Parishes at Liturgical Publications, Inc.
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F A M I L Y C O R N E R
Sharing the Gospel

Prayer

The friends of Jesus made a special parade just for
him. The people liked Jesus. He fed them. He healed
them. They wanted to crown him king. They were sure
that with Jesus in charge, they could live in peace.
When you praise God, and when you put Jesus in
charge of your life, you really can live with peace in
your heart!

Dear God,
Thank you for sending Jesus to be my king. Help me to honor
him through my thoughts and actions.
Amen.

Something to Draw
Draw a picture of Jesus as king in your house.

Luke 22:14—23:56 Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion
CYCLE C

Mission for the Week
Make Jesus king of your life. Ask him to help
you spend your time doing the things that
would make him happy.
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When Seconds Count.
Assisted Lifestyle
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VillasSeniorCare.com
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For over 151 years you can depend on us.
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300 E. Laurel Street
217.528.9629
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www.hensonrobinson.com
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900 South Sixth Street · Springfield
544 - 4646 · butlerfuneralhomes.com
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