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Like the Cathedral Weekly?  Share this copy with a friend!

S t e w a r d s h i p  
A c t i v i t y  
Stewardship of Time & 
Talent
Keep Cathedral Ministries 
in your prayers this week!

Stewardship of Treasure- 
June 8th & 9th 
Envelopes: $5,056.00
Loose: $4,607.96
Maintenance: $ 75.00
___________________
Total: $9,738.96
May EFT $17,685.60

June 15th & 16th
Envelopes: $4,618.45
Loose: $1,991.71
Maintenance: $ 81.00
___________________
Total: $6,691.16
May EFT $17,685.60

Mass Times
Sat. 4:00PM; Sun.7 AM, 10 AM & 5 PM
Weekdays: Mon. thru Fri. 7 AM & 5:15PM and Sat. 8 AM  
Reconciliation (Confession) 
Mon. thru Fri. – 4:15PM to 5:00PM, Sat. – 9:00AM to 
10:00AM and 2:30PM to 3:30PM, Sun. – 4:00PM to 4:45PM
Adoration
Tues. & Thurs. 4PM- 5PM

THE REVEREND WAYNE STOCK 
PAROCHIAL VICAR 

THE REVEREND MICHAEL FRIEDEL 
PAROCHIAL VICAR 

DEACON IRVIN LAWRENCE SMITH 

DEACON T. SCOTT KEEN

VICKI DHABALT COMPTON 
COORDINATOR OF FAITH FORMATION AND MISSION  

VCOMPTON@CATHEDRAL.DIO.ORG 

LISA A. DUFFEY 
CATHEDRAL SECRETARY  

 LDUFFEY@CATHEDRAL.DIO.ORG 

MARK GIFFORD 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 

MGIFFORD@CATHEDRAL.DIO.ORG 

KATIE M. PRICE, M.P.S., CFRE 
COORDINATOR FOR STEWARDSHIP 

KPRICE@CATHEDRAL.DIO.ORG 

BILL VOGT 
OFFICE AND PLANT MANAGER 
BVOGT@CATHEDRAL.DIO.ORG 

SR. FRANCELLA VYVERMAN, O.P 
MINISTRY TO THE SICK 

SFRANCELLA@CATHEDRAL.DIO.ORG 

On behalf of our bishop, the Most Reverend Thomas John Paprocki, our parishioners, deacons, and priests, I welcome you to the mother 
church of the Diocese of Springfield in Illinois.

The seat of the diocese was moved to Springfield from Alton in 1923. In the same year, “Old St. Mary’s” church of Immaculate Conception 
Parish was named as the pro-cathedral of the new diocese until this cathedral church was built and dedicated in 1928. Currently, our dio-
cese comprises twenty-eight counties in central Illinois, serving over 140,000 members of the Catholic faithful.

I hope that your visit to our Cathedral is one of grace and beauty and that you feel at home in the mother church. I also hope that you will 
find this edition of the Cathedral Weekly to be both informative and spiritually enriching. May God bless you and yours!

W e l c o m e  t o  t h e  C a t h e d r a l  o f  t h e  I m m a c u l a t e  C o n c e p t i o n !

Very Reverend Christopher A. House
Rector

Diocesan Victim Assistance is available. For the Diocesan Victim As-
sistance Coordinator, please contact: Patricia Kornfield at 321-1155.

Please remember that if you or a loved one is in the hospital, a nursing 
home or home-bound, to contact the Parish offices or Sr. Francella at 
522-3342 x 142. Hospitals may know you are Catholic, but not know 
you are from Cathedral. We would be happy to visit. 

Monday – June 24  
7 AM DORIS DREA (KATHI GRIFFIN) 
5:15PM ALICE BATES (BATES FAMILY) 
Tuesday – June 25 
7 AM MARY PRIESTER (ANGELA & ROBERT 
WILLIAMS) 
5:15PM BILL CRUMLY (MICHAEL & MARY 
BELFORD) 
Wednesday – June 26 
7AM MARGARET KEEN (PJ & RUTH STAAB) 
5:15PM RALPH WALTER SR. (JEAN MOSS & 
RALPH WALTER) 
Thursday – June 27  
7AM KATHY DHABALT (TONI ROLANDO) 
5:15 PM Betty Edgar (SANDY WOLLIN)

Friday – June 28  
7AM For MCGRATH FAMILY  
(FROM MCGRATH FAMILY) 
5:15PM MARY PRIESTER  
(LISA DUFFEY) 
Saturday – June 29  
8 AM JOYCE JENNESS  
(INTEGRATED DNA  
TECHNOLOGIES) 
4 PM SPECIAL INTENTION FOR  
BARBARA KAUFMAN  
(ELLEN MATTOX) 
Sunday – June 30  
7 AM MARY ANN MIDDEN  
(WILLIAM MIDDEN) 
10 AM JOHN & EDITH BAKALAR  
(JOHN BUSCIACCO) 
5 PM FOR THE PEOPLE
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C o r p u s  C h r i s t i
A few weeks ago, thirty-seven of us on the Cathedral pilgrimage to the Holy Land were able to visit Caper-
naum on the north shore of the Sea of Galilee. Capernaum was the home town of St. Peter and St. Andrew 
and became an adopted home of Jesus. We were blessed to stand in the ruins of an ancient church built on 
the foundation of Capernaum’s ancient synagogue. It was in this synagogue that Jesus gave one of his most 
famous teachings which is found in the sixth chapter of John’s Gospel and known as The Bread of Life Dis-
course. Jesus repeats himself several times in this discourse, commanding us to feed on him, to literally eat 
his flesh and drink his blood. This is not figurative language; this is John’s exposition on the Eucharist. 

This weekend we celebrate the feast formally titled the Solemnity of the Body and Blood of Christ, but popu-
larly known as Corpus Christi. Every time the Church gathers to celebrate the Mass, the Eucharist, which is 

the body, blood, soul, and divinity of our Lord, is at the center of our worship. We must avoid the danger of growing lax in our reverence 
and awe due to our familiarity with this great and wonderful sacrament, which is one reason why the Church dedicates a particular day of 
solemnity to focus solely on this mystery. The Eucharist is the life source of the Church, the ultimate manifestation of Christ’s presence 
among us, and it has been the strength of the faithful for the Church’s entire history.

It is not a sign or symbol, because a sign or symbol points to another reality; the Eucharist is the reality of Jesus’s 
real presence among us. 

In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus’s feeding of the five-thousand is recounted for us which happened at another site a few miles from Caper-
naum called Tabgha and that the pilgrims were able to visit The transformation of those five loaves and two fish, meager as they were, 
reminds us that our simple gifts of bread and wine, when changed by the power of the Holy Spirit, become something new and wonderful 

in the Eucharist. In the Church of the Multiplication 
at Tabgha, there is a famous mosaic on the floor of 
two fish but only four loaves. The absence of the 
fifth loaf in the mosaic invites us to raise our eyes 
to the Blessed Sacrament present either on the 
altar or the tabernacle and to see that it is Jesus 
who is the true bread who continually comes down 
from heaven in the Eucharist.

This past winter, Father Stock offered a three-part 
series on the 20th century American Catholic 
writer Flannery O’Connor. Amongst her writings is 
a letter where Flannery recounted being invited to 
a dinner party and feeling out of place in a group 
of she termed “intellectuals.” She went on to say 
that she said nothing all night until the conversa-
tion turned to the Church and the Eucharist and 
that her hostess talked about that, even though 
she had left the practice of the faith, she still 
thought that the Eucharist was a wonderful “sym-
bol.” Having heard enough, Flannery recounted: I 
then said, in a very shaky voice, ‘Well, if it’s a 
symbol, to hell with it.’ That was all the defense I 

was capable of but I realize now that this is all I will ever be able to say about it, outside of a story, except that it is the center of existence 
for me; all the rest of life is expendable.

May we have the same grace that Flannery O’Connor did to recognize just how vital the Eucharist is for us. The Eucharist has been the 
strength of martyrs, it has comforted the faithful over the centuries in the face of adversity, it is the source and summit of our life of faith, 
and the remedy for our mortality that will lead us to everlasting life. May we always approach the altar to receive this most precious gift 
with worthy hearts and lives.

Father Christopher House is the Rector of the Cathedral and serves in various leadership roles within the diocesan curia, 
namely Chancellor and Vicar Judicial. 

F A I T H  F O R M A T I O N 


