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W e l c o m e  t o  t h e  C a t h e d r a l  o f  t h e  I m m a c u l a t e  C o n c e p t i o n !  

On behalf of our bishop, the Most Reverend Thomas John Paprocki, our parishioners, deacons, and priests, we welcome you to the 
mother church of the Diocese of Springfield in Illinois.

The seat of the diocese was moved to Springfield from Alton in 1923. In the same year, “Old St. Mary’s” church of Immaculate 
Conception Parish was named as the pro-cathedral of the new diocese until this cathedral church was built and dedicated in 1928. 
Currently, our diocese comprises twenty-eight counties in central Illinois, serving over 140,000 members of the Catholic faithful.

We hope that your visit to our Cathedral is one of grace and beauty and that you feel at home in the mother church. We also hope that 
you will find this edition of the Cathedral Weekly to be both informative and spiritually enriching. May God bless you and yours!

524 East Lawrence Springfield, IL 62703
Cathedral Parish Office: 217-522-3342

Website: www.spicathedral.org

Mass Times: Saturday - 4:00pm; Sunday - 7:00am, 10:00am, & 5:00pm
Weekday Masses: Monday through Friday - 7:00am & 5:15pm; Saturday - 8:00am

Reconciliation: Monday through Friday - 4:15pm-5:00pm; Saturday - 9:00am-10:00am & 2:30pm-3:30pm; Sunday - 4:00pm-4:45pm
Adoration: Tuesday & Thursday - 4:00pm to 5:00pm 

Diocesan Victim Assistance is available. For the Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator, please call 217-321-1155.

Please remember that if you or a loved one is in the hospital, a nursing home or home-bound, to contact the Parish Office or Sr. Francella at 217-522-3342 x 142.

T H E  M O S T  R E V E R E N D  T H O M A S  J O H N  P A P R O C K I  
NINTH BISHOP 

OF SPRINGFIELD IN ILLINOIS  

T H E  V E R Y  R E V E R E N D  B R I A N  C .  A L F O R D ,  V . E .   
RECTOR 

THE REVEREND DOMINIC VAHLING 
PAROCHIAL VICAR

VICKI DHABALT COMPTON 
COORDINATOR OF FAITH FORMATION AND MISSION 

VCOMPTON@CATHEDRAL.DIO.ORG 

BILL VOGT 
OFFICE AND PLANT MANAGER 
BVOGT@CATHEDRAL.DIO.ORG

DEACON IRVIN LAWRENCE SMITH DEACON T. SCOTT KEEN

THE REVEREND DOMINIC RANKIN 
IN RESIDENCE

mailto:LDUFFEY@cathedral.dio.org
http://www.spicathedral.org
mailto:LDUFFEY@cathedral.dio.org
http://www.spicathedral.org


3

F a r e w e l l  t o  S e m i n a r i a n  G r a n t  W i l s o n

A little over a year ago, our seminarian Grant Wilson and I had a 
conversation about the possibility of his taking a Pastoral Year in the 
diocese.  As you may know, seminarians in formation for the priesthood 
for our diocese study at seminaries located outside of the diocese, limiting 
their ability to connect with this local Church.  And while Christmas and 
summer breaks offer the opportunity for these men to reconnect with their 
home diocese, it can still be difficult to get a good idea of what it is like to 
serve locally for more than a month or two at a time.  In Grant’s case, he 

had not only been outside of the diocese for the past two years, he had 
been outside of the country, a practice in place for seminarians studying at the Pontifical North 
American College in Rome.  Suffice it to say that Grant was eager to be back home for more than 
just a summer, and we were glad to welcome him home for a more extended time.

During the past year, Grant has invested himself in various ministries here at the Cathedral.  He 
has been involved in the ALPHA program, GriefShare, Family of Faith, and visits to the 
homebound, just to mention a few.  He filled in on several occasions as Master of Ceremonies for 
Bishop Paprocki and was a regular presence for the various Cathedral 
liturgies.  Grant shared in the common life of the Rectory by being present 
for prayer, meals, and other times of recreation with the clergy of the 
house.  Over the past few months, he and Ryan Kehoe kept busy 
finding things to do, even as opportunities were limited due to the 
pandemic restrictions.

A couple of weeks ago, as he was preparing to conclude his Pastoral 
Year, Grant approached me to inform me that he had prayerfully 
come to the decision that he planned to step away from priestly 
formation for the time being.  On the one hand, this was sad news as he 
has demonstrated so many fine qualities that would serve him and the 
faithful well as a priest.  At the same time, I know Grant is at peace with his 
decision, knowing that it comes after having fully invested himself over the past year.  He leaves 
the Cathedral and seminary formation a better man, and in that sense, this is not a loss for the 
Church, for I have no doubt Grant will continue to put the gifts he has developed in seminary and 
here at the Cathedral at the service of the Church in some fashion.  In the end, God’s will is being 
done, which is all any of us should ever hope to do, and I fully believe that Grant is being 
obedient to what he believes God’s will is for him at this time in his life.  

As Rector and Vocation Director for the diocese, I take this opportunity to thank Grant for his time 
here at the Cathedral over the past year, and for the several years of seminary formation with our 
diocese.  I know that Father House, my predecessor as Rector, echoes these sentiments.  We 
assure Grant of our prayers in thanksgiving for what he has shared with this Cathedral Parish for 
the past year and we pray for many blessings upon him in whatever lies ahead.

Father Alford is the Rector of the Cathedral and serves in the diocesan curia as the Vicar for 
Clergy, Consecrated Life, and Vocations.

R E C T O R ’ S   C O L U M N 
M a s s  I n t e n t i o n s  

Monday - August 24
7am - Steve Hergenrother
(Thomas Hergenrother) 
5:15pm - Frank Orris, Jr.
(Margaret Czapla)

Tuesday - August 25
7am - Hildegard Rader
(Bev & Larry Hoffman)
5:15pm - Charles Foley
(Ray & Lee Ann Cicci)

Wednesday - August 26
7am - Special Intention for the Dimont 
Family
(Donna Berte)
5:15pm - Lawrence Jaros
(Katie Konsky & Family)

Thursday - August 27
7am - John Vogt, Jr.
(Bill Vogt) 
5:15pm - Nancy Shea
(Jim & Barb Stelte)

Friday - August 28
7am - Mary Priester
(Family) 
5:15pm - Elsie Kokotovich
(Premo & Kay Clay) 
 
Saturday - August 29
8am - George Zeigler
(William & Debra Stonikas)
4pm - Catherine & Norman Billington
(Leah, Sue Ellen, & Jack Billington)

Sunday -  August 30
7am - John & Edith Bakalar
(John Busiacco) 
10am - For the People
5pm -  Deceased Members of the 
CCCW
(CCCW)

S t e w a r d s h i p  A c t i v i t y

Stewardship of Prayer
Jesus,
We believe that you are Lord and Christ.
We believe that you are the Way, the Truth, and the Life.
We believe that you have the words of everlasting life.
Give us the courage to follow you,
To live out our faith with conviction,
And to serve others with boldness.
May our faith be a source of healing
And unity in our divided land.
We ask this in your name.
Amen.

Stewardship of Treasure - August 15th & 16th
Envelopes: $5,530.00
Loose: $2,420.00
Maintenance:    $117.00
Total: $8,067.00

July EFT:              $23,159.00

Did you know you can make a gift online? If you would like to 
extend a special gift to the Cathedral, please visit https:// 
spicathedral.org/give-online/. We appreciate your generosity!
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