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Diocesan Victim Assistance is available. For the Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator, please call 217-321-1155.
Please remember that if you or a loved one is in the hospital, a nursing home or homebound, to contact the Parish Office at 217-522-3342.
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PAROCHIAL VICAR

Welcome to the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception!
On behalf of our bishop, the Most Reverend Thomas John Paprocki, our parishioners, deacons, and priests, we welcome
you to the mother church of the Diocese of Springfield in Illinois.

The seat of the diocese was moved to Springfield from Alton in 1923. In the same year, “Old St. Mary’s” church of
Immaculate Conception Parish was named as the pro-cathedral of the new diocese until this cathedral church was built
and dedicated in 1928. Currently, our diocese comprises twenty-eight counties in central Illinois, serving over 140,000
members of the Catholic faithful. 

We hope that your visit to our Cathedral is one of grace and beauty and that you feel at home in the mother church. We
also hope that you will find this edition of the Cathedral Weekly to be both informative and spiritually enriching. May God
bless you and yours!
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Solemnity of All Saints. This day draws our attention to what we call the Church Triumphant.
The saints who are in Heaven still very much belong to the Church. Their membership in the
Church highlights the important point that even though they no longer enjoy physical
communion with us here on earth, they are still united to us though the bond of faith that
was given to them (and us) on the day of Baptism. We call those in Heaven part of the
Church Triumphant because they are sharing in the triumphal victory that Christ has won
for them through His Death and Resurrection, a victory that is extended in a final and lasting
way to all of those who complete their earthly journey united to Him through grace as
members of the Church.

On the following day, November 2, we celebrate the Commemoration of All the Faithful
Departed, also known as All Souls Day. On this day in a special way, and throughout the
entire month of November in a general way, we pray for those members of the Church who
have died and are awaiting their being welcomed into the Church Triumphant. We call
those who have died and are in this state of waiting members of the Church Suffering. They
are undergoing any purification that is necessary for them to be fully prepared for Heaven.
Once again, death does not separate these souls from membership in the Church. As their
brothers and sisters in the faith, we offer our prayers and sacrifices on their behalf so that the
purgation of the effects of their sins will be accomplished, thus the name Purgatory that is
given to those who are in this state. The members of the Church Suffering have a painful
ache for Heaven which is guaranteed to them, but which is not yet something they can fully
embrace. Therefore, we aid them so as to relieve that suffering, and we look forward to
benefitting from their prayers when they do arrive at their reward.

Finally, for us who remain in the Church here below, we continue to struggle against our
weaknesses and the obstacles the devil and the world place before us. It is for that reason
that this state in the Church in which we find ourselves is known as the Church Militant. This
battle is waged with the graces the Church offers to us in the sacraments and by following
the teachings of Christ and His Church. Our victory is assured if we continue to follow under
the banner of our triumphant King, Jesus Christ, who has already won the victory and who
never ceases to offer us the help we need to be among the victors at the end of our lives. It is
therefore fitting for us to celebrate the Solemnity of Christ the King toward the end of
November on the last Sunday in Ordinary Time.

Let us be ever mindful of the beauty of this Church to which we belong by calling upon the
intercession of those who are in Heaven to help us with their prayers, by praying for those in
Purgatory who need our help to get to Heaven, and by praying for and helping one another
who remain here below to journey together along this journey as we look forward to all of us
being one day among the members of the Church Triumphant in Heaven. 

Father Alford is the Rector of the Cathedral and serves in the diocesan curia as the Vicar for
Clergy, Consecrated Life, and Vocations.

When it came time for me to decide on a topic to research and write on for my Master’s Thesis in the
seminary, I chose to write in the area of ecclesiology, which is the study of the Church. When I told my
classmates about it, they did not sound terribly impressed, as they thought it sounded like a rather dry topic.
But I persevered and as I did my work, I grew very much in my knowledge of the Church. More importantly,
though, I grew in my love for the Church!

As we enter into the month of November, I like to think of this month as a month during which our attention
is especially focused on the Church. Let me explain why I say that. On November 1, we celebrate the

R E C T O R ' S  C O L U M N

The States of the Church

Mass Intentions
Monday, November 1
7am - Patria & Rufino Gotance
(Joe & Hati Uy)
5:15pm - Kyle Buckman
(Mom)

Tuesday, November 2
7am - Mary Ann Midden
(William Midden)
5:15pm - Jean Anne Staab
(Chris Wiseman)
7pm - For the Repose of the Souls
of those Recently Departed

Wednesday, November 3
7am - Vincent Giannone 
(Jeanette Giannone)
5:15pm - John & Edith Bakalar
(John Busciacco)

Thursday, November 4
7am -  Anna A. Eleyidath
(Augustine Eleyidath)
5:15pm - Barb Copeland
(Cathedral Ushers)

Friday, November 5
7am - John Atteberry
(Bev & Larry Hoffman)
5:15pm - Emilia Rogers
(Cathedral Ushers)

Saturday, November 6
8am - Angeline Sherman
(Bob & Diane Buretta)
4pm - Thomas & Bettie Rapps
(Family)

Sunday, November 7
7am - For the People
10am - Charles & Mercedes Nesbitt
(Kathy Frank)
5pm - Special Intention for 
Troy Leonard (Chris Sommer)



Online Giving: If you would like to
extend a special gift to the

Cathedral, please visit our website.
Our parish is grateful for your

continued support. 
Thank you! 

Collection numbers for the
weekend of October 23rd and
24th were unavailable at the
time of publication. Please

check back next weekend for
these collection numbers. 

Stewardship of Treasure

Father Dominic Vahling serves as parochial vicar at the Cathedral of
the Immaculate Conception and as co-chaplain of  

Sacred Heart-Griffin High School.

Free will implies a great responsibility that we have been given to choose the good. It is possible to
gradually lose one’s freedom over time, if bad decisions are made over and over again. From the very
beginning of Genesis, we see that a misuse of free will led to a lessening of the freedom of Adam and Eve,
as they were banished from the Garden of Eden, having made their decision to reject God and choose sin.
Paragraph 1739 of the Catechism says, “Man’s freedom is limited and fallible. In fact, man failed. He freely
sinned. By refusing God’s plan of love, he deceived himself and became a slave to sin. This first alienation
engendered a multitude of others. From its outset, human history attests the wretchedness and
oppression born of the human heart in consequence of the abuse of freedom.” 

Sin begets sin, as holiness begets holiness. After the Original Sin, Adam and Eve turned to blame, then not
telling the whole truth to God about what had happened. Sin reduces our freedom, and a habitual sin is
called a vice. Good actions increase our freedom, and good habits are called virtues. St. Paul often talks
about this freedom in his letters. He wrote to the Galatians, “For freedom Christ has set us free” (Gal 5:1). By
submitting to God’s will and accepting his grace, we become free to live lives of virtue and goodness. For
someone who follows the false idea of freedom, or doing whatever one wants, freedom can actually be
lost. “By deviating from the moral law man violates his own freedom, becomes imprisoned within himself,
disrupts neighborly fellowship, and rebels against divine truth” (CCC 1740). 

Jesus has saved us so that we can have the glorious freedom of the children of God. God adopted us as
his sons and daughters when we were baptized, and he invites us to call him “Father.” God does not want
us to see him simply as a master or a rule-maker, and he doesn’t want us to follow his rules simply
because we are afraid of making him angry. He invites us to the fullness of life through prayer and the
sacraments because he loves us and wants what is best for us. May we 
all confidently turn to God as our heavenly Father in true freedom. Sin is 
only an illusion of freedom, and it is our responsibility to seek that which 
is truly good. 

C O N T E M P L A T I O N  C O R N E R

My generation is probably familiar with a quote from Spiderman’s Uncle Ben in the 2002
movie: “With great power comes great responsibility.” I’m sure someone else had said
this line many years before Uncle Ben, but it is actually a good expression of our duty as
human beings to choose good and avoid evil. Last week I wrote about the Church’s
understanding of free choice, and I would like to expand on that today. 

The Responsibility of Freedom



C O N T E M P L A T I O N  C O R N E R

convince us of the challenges that faced him, in 1576 a famine struck the city, and then the Bubonic Plague. 

The wealthy and those in power fled the city as it was ravaged by the terrible disease, but the archbishop stayed. As food
supplies dwindled, and the numbers of caretakers plummeted, the still-young Archbp. Borromeo spent his own fortune
(and then went deep into debt) to procure food, and distribute it himself to the overflowing hospitals and leper houses.He
was surrounded by the sick and dying, and with little help from his own fearful priests, who had abandoned the sick
without natural or supernatural sustenance, Charles himself fed some 70,000 people during the coming months, and gave
countless suffering persons absolution, anointing, and viaticum. Famously, he offered Mass on street corners so that the
faithful could receive the sacraments with less risk of catching the dreaded plague.

This month, we have considered the saints as exemplars of those who have walked the path to heaven before us. As we
consider how we are doing on that journey ourselves, and how strongly our own lives are directed towards eternity, there is
a final lesson to be learned from Charles’ ministry during those terrible 16 months in Milan. Seeing that there were far too
few priests to bring the sacraments to the dying (some 25,000 would die in his archdiocese during those days), the
archbishop drafted a “Last Will and Testament of the Soul”, which were distributed widely so that anyone could sign it for
themselves, committing their souls into God’s hands if their death came with no chance to receive absolution or Holy
Communion.  A few excerpts are sufficient to ask each of us if we are as courageous as they in choosing heaven in the
midst of our own sufferings!

[I desire to] pass out of this life, armed with the last sacrament of extreme unction: the which if through any let or
hindrance I should not then be able to have, I do now also for that time demand and crave the same; beseeching his
divine majesty that he [God] will be pleased to anoint my senses both internal and external with the sacred oil of his

infinite mercy, and to pardon me all my sins committed by seeing, speaking, feeling, smelling, hearing, touching, or by
any other way whatsoever. [I repent from my sins of] murmuration against God, or the Catholic faith ... any sign of bad

example ... [and] all the evil whatsoever, which I might have then done or said. 



[I give] infinite thanks [to God, for all His gifts, especially my] Vocation to the holy knowledge of him and his true Catholic
faith. [And] I am willing, yea, I do infinitely desire and humbly crave, that of this my last will and testament the glorious

and ever Virgin Mary, mother of god, refuge and advocate of sinners, (whom I honour specially above all other saints,) may
be the chief Executress, together with these other saints, my patrons, all whom I invoke and beseech to be present at the
hour of my death, that she and they may comfort me with their desired presence, and crave of sweet Jesus that he will

receive my soul into peace.

Amen!! May all of us have the courage to pray this prayer! 



Fr. Rankin will spend this week taking to heart Charles Borromeo’s words, at this same time, to the priests of his diocese:
“We have only one life and we should spend it for Jesus Christ and souls, not as we wish, but at the time and in the way

God wishes. It would show great presumption and neglect of our duty and God’s service to fail to do this, with the excuse
that God could not replace us by others more capable of working for His glory. This does not mean you should neglect

human means, such as preventatives, remedies, doctors, everything that you can use to keep off infection, for such means
are in no way opposed to our doing our duty. ... [but] Do not be so forgetful of your priesthood as to prefer a late death to

a holy one."

St. Charles Borromeo
Feast Day: November 4th
Much could be said about the saintly archbishop of Milan whose life we look to as an example of
holiness and faithfulness this week. He was made shepherd of that important archdiocese shortly after
the Council of Trent and worked his entire life to place its teachings, and directives, into the hearts of
his flock. He worked to reform the clergy in his diocese, who were considered so corrupt that a
common saying was “if you want to go to hell, become a priest”. And, if those sobering words do not 



First Friday Concerts
Sacred Sounds, Sacred Spaces at the Cathedral will host a
First Friday Concert on November 5th, 2021 at 7PM
featuring Good Vibes in the Atrium with Damien Kaplan,
Vibraphone & Mark Gifford, Piano! This concert is free and
open to the public.

Cathedral Bible Study
Cathedral's Bible Study group invites parishioners to its
upcoming study, "Pilgrimage in the Footsteps of Jesus".
Meetings will be held the first and third Wednesdays of
each month from 6:15-7:45pm in the Parish Library and
the first meeting will be November 3rd. The only materials
needed will be workbooks which may be ordered through
the parish or purchased individually. For more
information contact Larry Travis at LTravisjr@gmail.com.

It's SOCTOBER!
The Cathedral Council of Catholic Women is collecting
new (or gently used) socks, hats and gloves for men,
women & children in area shelters for distribution
throughout the winter months. Area social service
agencies and nursing homes have been very
appreciative of the generosity of Cathedral parishioners
in the last three years as our donations have benefitted
many people of all ages. Please place donated items in
the White baskets placed in the Atrium. Thanks so much
for your generosity to the most vulnerable in our
community!

Encountering Christ in the Word
You are invited to deepen your love of Sacred Scripture
and enhance your encounter with our Lord by gathering
twice monthly to break open the Scriptures for the
upcoming Sunday liturgy.  We will be reading and
praying together as a parish community to see what
insights God is revealing to us and to prepare well to hear
the proclamation of the Word on Sunday. We will meet
again in the Atrium on November 16 from 7:00-8:00pm
and hope you will join us.

All Soul’s Day Mass
Join us in praying for those who have died over the past
year and for all souls in purgatory. Members of our
parish, and loved ones of our parishioners will be
remembered in a special way at this Mass. If you have
lost a family member in the past 12 months, please call
the parish office so they can be recognized. Tuesday,
November 2 @ 7:00pm. 

Mass Intention Request Form
If you wish to have a Mass celebrated for a loved one, you
may request Mass Intentions through our website by
filling out an online form at www.spicathedral.org/mass-
intention-submission or by navigating to the "Sunday
News" tab, then "Submit a Mass Intention Request".
Please call the Parish Office at 217-522-3342 with any
questions. 

Around the Cathedral

S U N D A Y  A N N O U N C E M E N T S

Thank You from the Knights of Columbus
The Father Tolton Knights of Columbus Council would like
to thank everyone who supported the 4th/5th annual
Scholarship Dinner. It was a record breaking year. Special
thanks to our sponsors, Staab Funeral Home, The Niemeyer
Agency, Engrained Brewery & Restaurant, and Pease’s Bunn
Gourmet. PJ Staab was the winner of the Bourbon Lover’s
raffle. 

Blood Pressure Checks
The parish nurses will be checking blood pressure after all
Masses this weekend, October 30 and 31. Please stop by! 

Charity Run
Pictured are members of Cathedral parish who participated in a local
charity 5K event. Their costume theme was, “Not all Heroes Wear Capes”
and they raised over $800! Further charity runs are in the works. Call the
parish office if you’d like to join them!

mailto:LTravisjr@gmail.com


Around the Diocese

S U N D A Y  A N N O U N C E M E N T S

40th Annual Little Flower Holiday Craft Bazaar
The Little Flower Parent Teacher Club is hosting the
40th Annual Holiday Craft Bazaar on November 13th
and 14th of this year. This event is a great opportunity to
purchase hand-crafted items for yourself or others from
over 45 vendors. A concession stand will be available.
Join us on November 13 from 9a-4p, or on November 14
from 10a-2p. 

Springfield DCCW Meeting - November 3
The Springfield Deanery Council of Catholic Women will
meet on Wed., Nov. 3, 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m., at St. Joseph the
Worker Church, 700 East Spruce St., Chatham, IL. The
theme of the meeting is "2021 Year of St. Joseph." Brunch
will be served at 10:00 a.m. followed by the meeting. All
women of the Springfield Deanery are invited to participate.
This gathering will give all the opportunity to get to know
women from other parishes, learn more about the mission
of the Council of Catholic Women, share what is happening
in your parish and further our devotion to St. Joseph. Please
bring your face mask. If you plan to attend, contact Janet
Zimmerman, President of the Springfield Deanery: 
 janetzim14@yahoo.com or 217-494-4743. Thank you!  

Pregnancy Care Center Event
The Pregnancy Care Center of Springfield, Inc. is
celebrating 42 Years of serving our community! Don’t
miss out on the celebration at the 17th Annual Comedy in
the City Event Sponsored by Hospital Sisters Health
Systems on Friday, November 12th, 2021 at the Northfield
Center. This year’s entertainment will be provided by
Ashton Wolf Dueling Pianos. Doors will open at 5:30 p.m.
for the cash bar and silent auction. A formal dinner will be
served at 6:30 p.m. followed by a live auction before the
entertainment. There is also a raffle for $500 in restaurant
gift cards. Tickets to the event are $50 per person or $400
for a table of 8. Reservations can be made by calling (217)
525-5630. 

Scholarships Available at Quincy University
Quincy University recently celebrated 160 years of
providing an exceptional educational experience that
prepares students for lives of purpose and service to
others, guided and shaped by Franciscans encouraging
Catholic students to consider QU among their college
options and ultimately enroll. The Bishop's Scholarship is
a $10,000 scholarship awarded to one student on the
recommendation of the Bishop of Springfield. To be
eligible for consideration, a candidate must belong to a
parish in the Diocese of Springfield, apply to Quincy
University and receive admission by December 15, 2021,
and choose to enroll and submit a statement describing
their involvement in their local parish, the Diocese, or the
Catholic Church by January 15, 2022. The Diocesan
Scholarship is a $500 scholarship awarded to any
student who is a member of a parish in the Diocese of
Springfield. To receive this scholarship, candidates must
belong to a parish in the Diocese of Springfield, apply to
Quincy University and receive admission by March 15,
2022, and choose to enroll and submit a letter from a
parish official confirming membership by April 15, 2022.
For more information on these scholarships and other
financial aid information at Quincy University, please visit
www.quincy.edu/apply

Cookbooks For Sale
Get part of your Christmas shopping done early for the
cook who has everything! The Catholic War Veterans are
still selling cookbooks with proceeds going toward the
support of Catholic veterans. Cookbooks are available for
purchase in the Parish Office. Call 217-522-3342 or stop
by to purchase one. 

Are You at Risk?
Stroke Scan, Plus will host a stroke and vascular
ultrasound screening here at the Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception Friday Nov. 19. Day and evening
appointments will be available to accommodate most
working schedules. Do you have high blood pressure or
high cholesterol? Do you have a family history of heart
disease, stroke, or diabetes? If any of these are true,
absolutely do not miss this opportunity for early detection
of a possible serious disease. These screenings are
typically NOT performed at annual check-ups, nor will
insurance providers pay for them unless you are
symptomatic. Collectively, these screenings cost
thousands. Stroke Scan will be offering them to you for
$159 for all 7 combined. Insurance is NOT necessary to
receive this discount. However, pre-registration IS
necessary and appointments are limited. Please call 1-
866-935-7226 to schedule an appointment today. 
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