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Diocesan Victim Assistance is available. For the Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator, please call 217-321-1155.
Please remember that if you or a loved one is in the hospital, a nursing home or homebound, to contact the Parish Office at 217-522-3342

THE REVEREND PAUL LESUPATI
PAROCHIAL VICAR

Welcome to the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception!
On behalf of our bishop, the Most Reverend Thomas John Paprocki, our parishioners, deacons, and priests, we welcome
you to the mother church of the Diocese of Springfield in Illinois.

The seat of the diocese was moved to Springfield from Alton in 1923. In the same year, “Old St. Mary’s” church of
Immaculate Conception Parish was named as the pro-cathedral of the new diocese until this cathedral church was built
and dedicated in 1928. Currently, our diocese comprises twenty-eight counties in central Illinois, serving over 140,000
members of the Catholic faithful. 

We hope that your visit to our Cathedral is one of grace and beauty and that you feel at home in the mother church. We
also hope that you will find this edition of the Cathedral Weekly to be both informative and spiritually enriching. May God
bless you and yours!
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Mass Intentions
Monday, June 3
7am - NO MASS Priest Retreat
5:15pm - NO MASS Priest Retreat

Tuesday, June 4
7am - NO MASS Priest Retreat
5:15pm - NO MASS Priest Retreat

Wednesday, June 5
7am - NO MASS Priest Retreat
5:15pm - NO MASS Priest Retreat

Thursday, June 6
7am - NO MASS Priest Retreat
5:15pm - NO MASS Priest Retreat

Friday, June 7
7am - NO MASS Priest Retreat
5:15pm - Dave Shepard 
(Berni Ely)

Saturday, June 8
8am - Bruce Smith 
(Berte Family)
4pm - Thomas McGee
(Fr. Tolton Council 16126)

Sunday, June 9
7am - Mary Ann Midden 
(Bill Midden)
10am - Thomas Egan 
(Sisters)
5pm - For the People

over the People or another more solemn formula;
c) the Dismissal of the people by the Deacon or the Priest, so that each may go back to doing
good works, praising and blessing God;
d) the kissing of the altar by the Priest and the Deacon, followed by a profound bow to the
altar by the Priest, the Deacon, and the other ministers. (n. 90)

Although I could say something about each of these items, let me focus on point c), the
Dismissal. There are four options given by the Roman Missal for the Dismissal, and they all
begin with the same word: “Go.” As the GIRM mentions, our going has the character of being
sent “to do good works, praising and blessing God.” Although the Mass in ended, our giving
glory to God has not. My favorite Dismissal option expressed this beautifully: “Go in peace,
glorifying the Lord by your life.” Having encountered God’s word and having been nourished
by His Body and Blood, we are equipped to go and live the Gospel in our daily lives. The Mass is
not one hour a week, totally separated from our daily lives. No, the Mass is integral (necessary)
to our lives as Catholics. Here is how Father Timothy Gallagher, OMV, describes it in his book, A
Biblical Way of Praying the Mass: The Eucharistic Wisdom of Venerable Bruno Lanteri:

He sends us, Venerable Bruno writes, as apostles. The word “apostle” means exactly this, “one
who is sent.” Venerable Bruno sees in Acts 15:26 the portrait of an apostle: Paul and Barnabas
are men “who have dedicated their lives to the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.” We are
apostles when, in our vocations as husbands and wives, parents and children, brothers and
sisters, in our various professions in the world, and in our life in the Church, we have dedicated
our lives to the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. When the words “Go forth, the Mass is ended”
are proclaimed, we receive the call to exit the church and reenter the world in this way, as
apostles. In a very real sense, the end of the Mass is a beginning. (p. 86 of Kindle version of
book)

This year-long series focusing on trying to pray the Mass better is, very fittingly, also coming to
a conclusion. It has been my great joy to share these reflections with you, reflections which I
hope have helped you to enter into this greatest prayer better. It is my hope that, as we come
to the conclusion of these reflections, this will not be an end, but as with the Dismissal at Mass,
a beginning. May it be just the beginning of a journey into a deeper intimacy with Jesus in the
most beautiful gift we have as Catholics, the Holy Mass. If, down the road, we find ourselves
losing that fervor for the Mass, falling back into our autopilot ways, not getting much from the
Mass, let us take one final piece of advice from our friend, Venerable Bruno Lanteri. Though
these words speak more specifically about our struggles with sin, I think they apply well to our
struggles with keeping our hearts focused in prayer at Mass. He uses his favorite phrase, Nunc
coepi, which translated means “Now I begin” or similarly, “Begin again”:

If I should fall, were it even a thousand times, I will not lose courage, I will not be troubled, but
I will always say immediately, with peace, Nunc coepi [“Now I Begin.”] 

R E C T O R ' S  C O L U M N

The Concluding Rites
We now come to the Concluding Rites of the Mass, the final elements that bring this great prayer of the Mass to a
close. The General Instruction of the Roman Missal does not give much in the way of explanation of this part of the
Mass, only the elements that comprise these rites:

To the Concluding Rites belong the following:
a) brief announcements, should they be necessary;
b) the Priest’s Greeting and Blessing, which on certain days and occasions is expanded and expressed by the Prayer

Father Alford is the Rector of the Cathedral and serves in the diocesan curia as the Vicar for
Clergy, Consecrated Life, and Vocations.



The wide variety of peoples under his rule, though in name all Christian, were widely divided in their common faith in Christ. Quick overview: The
Church had expended enormous effort in multiple ecumenical councils to clarify what it meant to believe that “the Word became flesh and dwelt
among us.” Nicaea I, in 325, condemned Arianism and declared that Jesus was “begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father” = Jesus is
fully God. Constantinople I, in 381, condemned Apollinarianism and declared that Our Lord has a human body and soul = Jesus is fully human. The
Council of Ephesus, in 431, condemned Nestorianism and declared that Jesus is one person, with both a divine nature and a human nature = Jesus
is not multiple persons. Chalcedon, in 451, condemned the monophysites, and declared that Jesus’ divine and human natures were distinct, but
united; not confused or blended together, but also not divided. 

Heraclius’ problem was that he still had Nestorians in Syria and Mesopotamia believing that Jesus was two persons. And he also had
Monophysites on the other extreme in Egypt and Armenia who believed that Jesus’ divinity entirely engulfed his humanity. The emperor wanted
to come up with some middle-of-the-road doctrine that would bring everybody back together. He proposed something termed “monoenergism”
(which argued that Jesus’ divine nature and human nature had a single energy), though eventually he would promulgate a refined version of this
called “monophysitism” in 638, which stated that Jesus’ divine nature and human nature had one will. It allowed him to keep the Nestorians
happy (who want to keep Jesus humanity and divinity strongly separated), and the Monophysites happy (who wanted to merge Jesus’ natures
together).

The leading bishops of the world fell in behind him. They wanted unity just as much as the next guy and the theological problems raised by a
Savior Who does not have a human will seemed small in comparison with the Persians and Muslims threatening everybody’s lives. Even Pope
Honorius I weakly went along with Heraclius, avoiding conflict and agreeing that his vocabulary wasn’t absolutely a problem, failing to address the
devastating theology underneath it.

And then Pope Severinus I was elected Bishop of Rome and refused to sign Heraclius’ statement. His successors, John IV, Theodore I, and then
Martin I all held firm against immense pressure from Heraclius and his successors, Constantine III, Heraclonas, and then Constans II. That final
emperor simply told the Pope to stop talking about how many wills Christ had. If he was quiet on the issue, all would be well. But Martin I would
not back down. He convened a synod in 649 in Rome, and promulgated its canons as an encyclical, utterly rejecting Monothelitism. The gentle 

Emperor Heraclius was in a pickle. He was the emperor of the Byzantine, Eastern, Roman Empire, 610-641 A.D. Constantine,
about 300 years before, had declared Constantinople, then called Byzantium, the capital of the entire Roman empire (East
and West, which he had reunited after decades of each having their own emperor). In the 600s the empire was again split,
so Heraclius was emperor in the East and under attack from Persia. He exhausted his empire trying to repulse that
invasion, and then found himself beset by a human tsunami from Arabia. Islam had arisen, and the Byzantine empire was
shredded by their attack. Heraclius lost Syria, Armenia, Egypt, Mesopotamia, Palestine, and the Muslim territories were
stretching towards Constantinople itself. He needed his people to be unified, but at that time they were anything but. 

C O N T E M P L A T I O N  C O R N E R

St. Pope Eugene I
Feast Day: June 2nd

Holy Father was arrested, carried in chains to Constantinople, and the Emperor forced the
clergy of Rome to elect as his successor Eugene I. (Martin, it should be said, did acquiesce to
Eugene’s election so he was not an antipope. That staunch, exiled Bishop of Rome would die
shortly thereafter, the final pope to have been martyred)

Constans had his man on the final, and highest, patriarchy of the Christian world, reputedly
someone who would finally agree to his watered-down compromised Christology. The newly
elected Pope received a letter from the patriarch of Constantinople which he was asked to
sign off on. It was vague, obscure, muddying the theological waters just enough that if you
squinted it wasn’t all that heretical. The holy, but wavering pontiff read it out before his
clergy and laity at St. John Lateran, and the good people of God in Rome stood up before
their Holy Father and said they weren’t going to let him leave until he absolutely rejected it.
The common folk could smell the heresy mixed into the verbose document better than he,
and they would have none of it. Eugene I faced byzantine delegates and sent them packing.
They threatened to roast him alive just as soon as the emperor had things under control
back home, though he was saved from this fate by the invasion of Crete by the Muslim
armies. He was saved from a worse fate by those good, faithful people of Rome.

Fr. Dominic Rankin has found his faith strengthened countless times by good and staunch
families and brother priests. Sometimes it is the devotion of someone while receiving Holy
Communion that reaffirms my faith in the Eucharist, or when priest-friends have simply

reminded me of Christ’s strength when I am trying to go through life under my own effort.

Online Giving: If you would like to
extend a special gift to the Cathedral,
please visit our website. Our parish is
grateful for your continued support. 

Thank you! 

Stewardship of Treasure

$17,928.80

$650.00

Catholic Home Missions
$3,235.00

April EFT

April Debt Reduction

Envelopes:                       $3,198.00
Loose:                               $4,268.00
Maintenance:                   $1,195.00
Total:                                  $8,661.00

May 25th & 26th

April Second Collections



C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S

WEEK OF JUNE 3
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Men's Bible
Study

6:00 AM
School Library

Rosary
4:45 PM

Men’s Bible
Study

6:15 PM
Parish Library

Summer Bible
Study - Fearless

& Free
1:00 PM

School Library

What's Going on Around the Cathedral?

Rosary
4:45 PM
Church 

First Friday
Concert Series

7:00 PM
Atrium

June First Friday Concert Series
Join us on Friday, June 7, 2024 at 7pm in the
Cathedral for a First Friday Concert! June’s concert
will feature Broadway in the Atrium. The First
Friday Concert Series is sponsored by the Staab
Family, directed by Mark Gifford, and is free and
open to the public. All are welcome!

National Eucharistic Pilgrimage
Walk with Jesus in our city streets in an unprecedented
experience! You are invited to join the National Eucharistic
Pilgrimage, coming to seven cities in our diocese July 8-12!
This is a once-in-a-lifetime experience in which Catholics will
pray and publicly follow Jesus through Eucharistic
processions. Cities include Collinsville, Alton, Quincy, Girard,
Springfield, Effingham, and Teutopolis. Mass, adoration,
potluck dinners, and powerful witness talks are also part of
the experience. BE THERE WHEN GOD MOVES IN YOUR
COMMUNITY! Go to dio.org to learn more and register!

SUNDAY

Rosary
4:45 PM
Church 

https://dio.org/


Cathedral Summer Bible Study for Women
The Cathedral will be sponsoring two summer Bible
Studies for Women, Thursday afternoons, 1:00-2:30. 

Fearless and Free -  a Bible study based on the book
of Ephesians, is ideal for those who long for
wholeness of heart and are in need of freedom from
past wounds. So many of us are wrestling through
the reality that life isn’t easy, even when we are doing
the right thing. Suffering can slam into us from left
field, leaving us reeling. 
6 weeks, May 30- July 11. $20 workbook 

Living In The Father’s Love - In a world where women
are measured by their beauty, achievements, and
possessions, wouldn’t it be nice to find a place where
you could just be valued for who you are? Living in
the Father’s Love will lead you to that safe place
where you are unconditionally loved, baggage and
all. This brief but powerful Bible study is the ideal way
to revive and refresh yourself. Discover just how
much God loves us and how the gospels are deeply
relevant to our relationship with God and with those
we love. 
6 weeks, July 25- Aug 29, $20 workbook. 

Call the Cathedral @ 217/522-3342 or email
vcompton@cathedral.dio.org to reserve your spot
and order a workbook.  

100 Not Impossible Catholic Trivia Questions
How well do you know our faith, the history of the
Church, the sacraments, the bible, Catholic tradition,
and more? Take the test! Go to
youtube.com/diospringfield or search “Dive Deep” on
all the major podcast platforms to listen and
subscribe. Dive Deep is the podcast of the Diocese of
Springfield in Illinois.

Mission Appeal in Springfield
Fr. Patrick Bergin, a priest of the Archdiocese of
Tabora, in Tanzania, East Africa, will be participating
in a mission appeal here in the Cathedral and will be
speaking in the 4PM Mass on June 8 and 7AM, 10AM
and 5PM Masses on June 9. Please be generous with
your support. Thank you.

Livestreamers Wanted
It is a tremendous service to our housebound
parishioners to be able to offer a livestreamed Mass
on Sunday mornings at 10:00am. We are in great
need of more volunteers who can offer this service. It’s
fun and easy! We’ll train you and you can serve at your
convenience. Please contact the parish office at 217-
522-3342 if you can serve your parish in this way.

S U N D A Y  A N N O U N C E M E N T S

Available Now! Print and Digital Ad Spaces
Build your business and help us grow a vibrant faith
community! Brandy Stivers from LPi, our bulletin
printer, will be securing new ads for our church in the
coming weeks. As a valuable member of the business
community, we invite you to expand your reach and
grow your business with a print ad in our parish
bulletin and/or a digital ad featured on
ParishesOnline.com. Email Brandy at
bstivers@4lpi.com for more information or to get
started! 

Bulletin Reflections - Encountering Jesus in the
Eucharist
Calling all Catholics! Have you experienced Jesus in the
Eucharist and it touched your heart? Maybe a homily
was particularly moving and renewed your belief in our
Eucharistic Lord so that when you received Him that
Mass, you felt His presence. Maybe you frequent
Eucharistic Adoration and Jesus is moving in you,
encouraging you to share Him with others. Maybe a
Eucharistic miracle story or a procession of the Blessed
Sacrament left you in wonder and awe at the profound
goodness of God. Maybe it was something totally
different. Why not share it? We’re inviting you to write a
brief reflection on “Encountering Jesus in the Eucharist”
to be featured in our bulletin! Leading up to the
National Eucharistic Congress held in Indianapolis,
Indiana in July, we want to share our own stories of
Jesus in the Eucharist. Please submit your reflection
with a title and short bio about yourself to
hdutton@cathedral.dio.org

mailto:vcompton@cathedral.dio.org
mailto:hdutton@cathedral.dio.org


A R O U N D  O U R  D I O C E S E  A N D  B E Y O N D

A friend in high school once asked me why I wore a Crucifix around my neck. She was a Christian and very devout, so I was surprised at
her confusion. “To remember Jesus’ sacrifice,” I said.

Her upper lip curled in disgust. “The cross is a sign of Jesus’ sacrifice,” she said. “He’s not on the cross anymore. It’s really weird that you
wear his dead body.”

As someone raised Catholic, the Corpus was an image I knew intimately. We had Crucifixes all over our home, everyone in my family did.
And for reasons I couldn’t quite explain, I actually preferred them over the plain crosses I saw elsewhere. The crosses seemed more
elegant, more refined — but the Crucifixes felt more complete. More to-the-point.

My friend’s disgust compelled me to reflect, in a way I never had before, on the image of Christ’s body, wounded and twisted and
tortured. Why was this a visual that compelled me? It didn’t make a lot of sense for someone who abhorred dead bodies so much that I
found it difficult to look into a casket at a wake. So, what was different about this?

My friend wasn’t wrong: Christ is no longer on the cross. The sacrifice has been made. But does that mean it is over? We re-present it
every single Mass. It’s the point of everything that we do. Jesus did not sacrifice his spirit; he sacrificed his body. He bought us with every
tear of the flesh, with every drop of blood.

The cross is crucial, yes. But that wood didn’t bleed for us. If the body wasn’t the point, Jesus would not have become human at all. Jesus
needed the body.

We need it, too.

“While they were eating, he took bread, said the blessing, broke it, gave it to them, and said, ‘Take it; this is my body.’ — Matthew 26:26

Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman
©LPi

This Is My Body

Around the Diocese

Board Member Search, Pregnancy Care Center; the Center is currently seeking Board Member candidates to join its volunteer,
working Board. The primary role of a Board Member is to assist with fundraising in order to keep the Center open and free for all
clients. If you are interested in applying for a Board Member position, please email Executive Director, Kara Gray at
kara.gray@hshs.org for more information.

National Eucharistic Congress, July 17-21 in Indianapolis, IN. Participate in beautiful liturgies, lift your voice in prayer alongside
world-class musicians, hear from the most influential Catholic speakers of our day, and make history as part of the first National
Eucharistic Congress in nearly 100 years. This is the beginning of a new chapter of faith in America. Register at
eucharisticcongress.org. 

Save the Date for the SDCCW 95th Annual Convention, August 28, 2024 at the Lake Williamson Retreat Center in Carlinville, IL.
More details will follow!

The Curia is hiring! – We are looking for passionate individuals for the roles of Director, Office for Safe Environment, Safe
Environment Assistant and Internal Auditor. Please visit dio.org/jobs for more information.

Pilgrimage to Poland and Prague, Budapest and Vienna with Fr. Dean Probst and Fr. Michael Berndt, Oct. 14-25, 2024. Cost is
$3197/person. Contact Fr. Dean at 217-494-6326 phone/text or rdprobst@gmail.com for a complete brochure or any questions. 
There are 12 spaces left for the group.

mailto:kara.gray@hshs.org
mailto:rdprobst@gmail.com

