gma/ OF THE

JULY 6, 2025 | FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

k.
L

524 EAST LAWRENCE AVENUE, SPRINGFIELD, IL 62703
CATHEDRAL PARISH OFFICE: 217-522-3342
WWW.SPICATHEDRAL.ORG

FOUNDED IN 1839 | DEDICATED IN 1928 | BUILT ON FAITH, RENEWED IN HOPE IN 2009



Gathedha Teihty

VOLUME 7 ISSUE 27

THE MOST REVEREND THOMAS JOHN PAPROCKI
NINTH BISHOP OF SPRINGFIELD IN ILLINOIS

THE VERY REVEREND BRIAN C. ALFORD, V.E.
RECTOR

THE REVEREND DANIEL MCGRATH THE REVEREND PIUS CHIDOZIE NWIYI
PAROCHIAL VICAR PAROCHIAL VICAR

THE REVEREND DOMINIC RANKIN
IN RESIDENCE

DEACON DAVID BEACH DEACON IRVIN LAWRENCE SMITH
TARAH DAVIS VICKI DHABALT COMPTON
PARISH SECRETARY COORDINATOR OF FAITH FORMATION AND MISSION
TDAVIS@CATHEDRAL.DIO.ORG VCOMPTON@CATHEDRAL.DIO.ORG
HALEY DUTTON MARK GIFFORD KIM GUNTER
COORDINATOR OF COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR OF MUSIC BUSINESS MANAGER
HDUTTON@CATHEDRAL.DIO.ORG MGIFFORD@CATHEDRAL.DIO.ORG KGUNTER@CATHEDRAL.DIO.ORG
Sunday Masses Weekday Masses
Saturday - 4:00pm Monday through Friday - 7:00am & 5:15pm
Sunday - 7:00am, 10:00am, & 5:00pm Saturday - 8:00am

Reconciliation
Monday through Friday - 4:15pm-5:00pm
Saturday - 9:00am-10:00am & 2:30pm-3:30pm
Sunday - 4:00pm-4:45pm

Adoration
Tuesday & Thursday - 4:00pm to 5:00pm

Welcome to the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception!

The mission of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Springdfield in lllinois is to build a fervent community of intentional
and dedicated missionary disciples of the Risen Lord and steadfast stewards of God’s creation who seek to become
saints. Accordingly, the community of Catholic faithful in this Diocese is committed to the discipleship and
stewardship way of life as commanded by Christ Our Savior and as revealed by Sacred Scripture and Tradition.
(Synod Declaration 1a)

On behalf of our bishop, the Most Reverend Thomas John Paprocki, our parishioners, deacons, and priests, we welcome
you to the mother church of the Diocese of Springfield in Illinois.

The seat of the diocese was moved to Springfield from Alton in 1923. In the same year, “Old St. Mary's” church of
Immaculate Conception Parish was named as the pro-cathedral of the new diocese until this cathedral church was built
and dedicated in 1928. Currently, our diocese comprises twenty-eight counties in central lllinois, serving over 140,000
members of the Catholic faithful.

Diocesan Victim Assistance is available. For the Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator, please call 217-321-1155.
Please remember that if you or a loved one is in the hospital, a nursing home or homebound, to contact the Parish Office at 217-522-3342



RECTOR'S COLUMN

Hermeneutic of Reform

Just before Christmas in 2005, still in the first year of his pontificate, Pope Benedict XVI gave an address to the
Roman Curia in which he reflected on a variety of topics, including the 40" anniversary of the conclusion of the
Second Vatican Council. He was not afraid to point out that the implementation of the Council had experienced
many challenges, and he asked: “Why has the implementation of the Council, in large parts of the Church, thus far
been so difficult?” (Pope Benedict XVI, Address to the Roman Curia Offering them his Christmas Greetings, 22

December 2005) To this question he responded:

Well, it all depends on the correct interpretation of the Council or - as we would say today - on
its proper hermeneutics, the correct key to its interpretation and application. The problems in its
implementation arose from the fact that two contrary hermeneutics came face to face and
quarrelled with each other. One caused confusion, the other, silently but more and more visibly,
bore and is bearing fruit. (ibid.)

The hermeneutic that was causing confusion he called “a hermeneutic of discontinuity and
rupture” which would suggest that what had come before the Council was to be left in the past,
and that the Council marked a break from the past, a new springtime in the Church in which all
of the old ideas and practices were thrown out and new ideas and practices replaced them. On
the other hand, the hermeneutic that was bearing fruit, helping to advance the true
implementation of the Council he described in this way:

On the other, there is the "hermeneutic of reform", of renewal in the continuity of the one
subject-Church which the Lord has given to us. She is a subject which increases in time and
develops, yet always remaining the same, the one subject of the journeying People of God. (ibid.)

| think this point is very helpful in understanding a point the Holy Father makes in Spe salvi when
he writes the following:

What this means is that every generation has the task of engaging anew in the arduous search
for the right way to order human affairs; this task is never simply completed. Yet every
generation must also make its own contribution to establishing convincing structures of
freedom and of good, which can help the following generation as a guideline for the proper use
of human freedom; hence, always within human limits, they provide a certain guarantee also
for the future. (SS 25)

The progress of human freedom and development builds upon what has gone before us, not
dismissing it as no longer relevant. But this foundation is not so rigid that it is not open to
continued growth, reform and renewal, while always maintaining that continuous connection
with Jesus Christ who “is the same yesterday and today and forever.” (Heb 13:8) On the topic of
Christian hope, the pope notes that there is much room for legitimate development, as he writes:

[W]e must also acknowledge that modern Christianity, faced with the successes of science in
progressively structuring the world, has to a large extent restricted its attention to the individual
and his salvation. In so doing it has limited the horizon of its hope and has failed to recognize
sufficiently the greatness of its task—even if it has continued to achieve great things in the
formation of man and in care for the weak and the suffering. (ibid.)

| believe that, with the pontificate of Pope Francis, and now continuing with Pope Leo XIV, we
have seen the Church acknowledging the greatness of this task, and has helped the Church to
expand her horizons to spread this message of hope to the many challenges being faced in our
modern world.

Father Alford is the Rector of the Cathedral and serves in the diocesan curia as the
Vicar for Clergy, Consecrated Life, and Vocations.

Mass Intentions

Monday, July 7
7am - Tom McGee
(McGee Family)

515pm - Joseph “Jerry” Stasukinas

(Sherry Smith)

Tuesday, July 8

7am - Adam Embrich

(Son)

515pm - Raymundo Figueroa
(Bev & Dcn Larry Smith)

Wednesday, July 9

7am - Walter Woodhull

(The Coffee Guys)

515pm - Intention for Bianca
(DA Drago)

Thursday, July 10

7am - Brother Francis Skube
(Community)

5:15pm - Karen Bucari

(Alan Bucari)

Friday, July 11

7am - Odet Gries
(Gregory & Marie Fleck)
515pm - Anita Bates
(Jack & Debbie Dunn)

Saturday, July 12

8am - Betty & Gene Barish
(Family)

4pm - Margaret Lemanski
(Ansell Family)

Sunday, July 13

7am - For the People

10am - Fred & Rita Greenwald
(Family)

S5pm - John A. Sestak

(Steve & Vici Stalcup)



The Pentecost Sequence: Stanza 4

In labore requies, In labor, rest,
in gestu temperies  in heat, temperance,
in fletu solatium. in tears, solace.

If anyone thinks that God is only for the elite, the morally perfect, or the “special” humans among us, these three lines remind us
that nothing could be further from the truth. God is God for the common man, for the laborer, for the normal, for the weary, for
the ordinary. Since the fall of man, the realities of labor, heat, and tears have been a part of human existence. This is our lot. We
work, we labor, we sweat and weep and mourn because this life can be tough.

How many of us, though, when we're hard at work, whether in the form of manual labor or not, take the time to think of the
presence of the Holy Spirit? How often have you paused to consider His presence with you?

He is there.
He isin you.

When you take the time to recognize that, it changes the work. He may not take away the backbreaking effort of the work, but
joy enters in. I've experienced this recognition as a “budding forth” of a peaceful happy sense of purpose. The way this stanza of
the Sequence describes the action of the Holy Spirit fits with experience.

“In labor, rest.” This labor is the “work” with which humanity was punished after the Fall. This is not simply work, because that is
good for us and necessary, but this “labor” is hard work, toiling work. During this labor, the presence of God brings a sense of rest
- centeredness - and focus, even when the labor continues.

“In heat, temperance.” The word used for “heat” here is aestu, literally, “a raging heat of fire."” | wonder if this not only refers to
actual heat like from the blazing sun, but also the raging fires of the passions in the soul. The attraction to earthly or sinful things
has often been likened to fire. In either case, the Holy Spirit brings temperance - not the virtue of temperance, but a “lessening”
or “tempering” of the heat. He lowers it so that we can bear it. In the case of the literal heat, he can help us bear it and offer it to
God, and in the case of the heat of the passions, he can help us fight to remain virtuous and strong.

“In tears, solace.” Again, this is the lot of fallen humanity. Because of sin, we

experience grief, sadness, death, rejection, loss, and betrayal. The Holy Spirit, in his
role as comforter, comes to bring us divine refreshment. This solace is as simple June 28th & 29th
as His personal presence. We are not alone because he brings God to us. Where

Stewardship of Treasure

Collection numbers were
he is, the Father and Son are also. When the Holy Spirit is within, we are never unavailable at the time of
alone. publication. Please check back
next weekend for these
collection numbers.
In a way, we see that the Holy Spirit is God's answer to the fall of Adam and Eve.

What they lost through the Fall, the Holy Spirit reverses. We still labor in heat and

April Online Contributions
tears, but the Holy Spirit grants rest and solace in the midst of it.

$21,988.16

April Debt Reduction

May the Holy Spirit fill us with his personal presence and bring us rest, P

temperance, and solace. Come Holy Spirit, set us on fire with your love!
Online Giving: If you would like to
extend a special gift to the Cathedral,

Fr. Daniel McGrath is a Parochial Vicar of the Cathedral of the Immaculate please visit our website. Our parish is
grateful for your continued support.

Conception and serves as Chaplain of Sacred Heart-Griffin High School. Thank you!




CALENDAR OF EVENTS

MONDAY

Rosary
4:45 PM
Church

Alpha
6:00 PM
Atrium

WEEK OF JULY 7

TUESDAY
Grief Share
1:00 PM
School Library

Adoration
4:00 PM
Church

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY

Men'’s Bible
Study
6:00 AM
School Library

Rosary
4:45 PM

Women's Bible

Rosary

Study 4:45 PM
10:00 AM, Church

1:00 PM, &
6:.00 PM

School Library

Adoration

Church 4:00 PM

Church

Knight's Cor
Meeting
6:00 PM

School Hall

What's Going on Around the Cathedral?

%

WOMAN OF DISTINCTION 2025

2025 Women of Distinction

Congratulations to all of the Women of Distinction, especially
our own Jennifer Lokaitis! May God continue to bless you and
Our Lady of Good Counsel be with you always!

For your service to God, parish, and commun ty

The Cathedral is Hiring a Parish Secretary

The Cathedral is looking to hire a Parish Secretary. The Parish
Secretary serves as the face, voice, and presence of the parish
to the parishioners, the public, new parishioners and any other
person with whom they come in contact. Their main
responsibility is to promote the mission of the parish and foster
a welcoming atmosphere through all methods of
communication and media. This position also supports the
Rector, members of the parish staff, as well as various
committees and boards. Please visit
www.spicathedral.org/employment for more information.
Interested candidates should provide a cover letter and resume
to Fr. Brian Alford, balford@dio.org and Business Manager Kim
Gunter, kgunter@cathedral.dio.org.

EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITY

PARISH
SECRETARY
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K of C Council 16126 Peoria Chiefs Game

The Knights of Columbus Father Augustine Tolton Council
16126 is hosting its 2025 Annual Outing to see the Peoria Chiefs
play baseball at Dozer Park. The Hot Corner Club party
concourse area has been reserved for Sunday, August 10th. It
provides seating for attendees to watch the Chiefs play ball. It
also has a large party area with standing eating tables for
fellowship with other attendees. The menu includes lemonade,
water, chips, popcorn, nachos and cheese and hot dogs.

The concourse party area with food and drink will open at 1:30
PM with the game starting around 2 PM. It is a great way to
enjoy America’s pastime on a Sunday afternoon at a Major
League Baseball (St. Louis Cardinals) Affiliate game!

Tickets can be ordered online at https://www.zeffy.com/en-
US/ticketing/2025-knights-of-columbus-council-16126-peoria-
chiefs-baseball-game.

The all-inclusive ticket cost is $35. Please reach out to Andy
Klein, Klein6006@gmail.com, Council Family Director, with any
guestions.

Biking for Babies is Rolling Into Springfield!

Come to the Cathedral on Friday, July 18 to meet the Wisconsin
Biking for Babies team—young adults riding cross-country to
support life and share their faith. This year, two organizations in
our diocese will benefit from Biking for Babies funds; Two Hearts
Pregnancy Resource Center in Springfield and Family Life Center
in Effingham. Join the riders for 5:15 p.m. Mass and stick around
for dinner and inspiring testimonies in the Cathedral cafeteria.
Hear how God is using their ride to make a real impact!

Want to eat with the crew? Call the Cathedral office to save your
seat: (217) 522-3342

Springfield Deanery, Diocesan Council of Catholic Women
Meeting

Save The Date! Saturday, August 2nd at 10am at the Knights of
Columbus Hall, 320 E. State St., Jacksonville, IL. Hosted by the
Our Saviour Parish Altar & Rosary Society, lunch will be served
with a $5 suggested donation. Free parking is available
behind the KC Hall and across the street. The featured speaker
is Mike Armstrong (38-year member of St. Joseph the Worker
Parish, Chatham), on the topic of Creation Care of the Earth
under Pope Francis' Encyclical, Laudato Si’, and Care of the
Body (Diabetes). Mike and his wife Vickie have been married
for 53 years, have 3 children and 4 grandchildren. He has had
Type 1 Diabetes for 63 years. Mike is an active volunteer with
Climate Crisis or Change Education. Board memberships have
included the Chatham School Board, Sertoma Club, and
Helping Hands Shelter. Mike follows the teachings of our last
three Popes: John Paul ll, Benedict, and Francis. All were very
vocal about climate, its effects on the poor, and our Catholic
duty of creation care for our precious earth!

Please RSVP by July 26th to Spfld Deanery President Deborah
Pilapil, 217-361-7165, voice/text.

Summer Alpha at the Cathedral

Alpha is a 10-week course that creates a space where people
are excited to bring their friends for a conversation about
Jesus. It is an opportunity to explore life and the Christian
faith, in a friendly, open and informal environment, over a
meal. Alpha is no-cost, no-pressure and no-commitment.
Remember the person you've been praying for? Alpha is a
low-threshold opportunity for them to consider or reconsider
a life of faith. Cathedral is running two tracks for Alpha. One
for adults and one for 12-13 yr olds entering 7th and 8th grade
(8 week course).

Mondays starting on June 23 until August 25, 6:00-7:30pm at
the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception

You can RSVP to Vicki, vcompton@cathedral.dio.org, or just
show up. You and/or your guest will be welcome! Invitations
are on the table in the atrium.

Volunteers Needed - Livestreamers

It is a tremendous service to our housebound parishioners to be
able to offer a livestream of Mass on Sunday mornings at
10:00am. We are in great need of more volunteers who can offer
this service. It's fun, and easy to learn! We'll train you one-on-one,
and you can serve at your convenience. Please contact Haley
Dutton (hdutton@cathedral.dio.org) or Vicki Compton
(vcompton@catheral.dio.org) if you are interested in serving in
this ministry.

Chatham Strong Fest

On April 28, 2025, Chatham experienced an unimaginable
tragedy when a vehicle crashed into the YNOT After School
Camp, forever changing the lives of many families in our
community. Chatham Strong Fest was created as a way to
come together. To honor those we've lost, support those still
healing, and show that even in the darkest moments, this
community stands strong. This event is more than just a festival.
It's a reflection of who we are as a town: compassionate, united,
and committed to taking care of one another. Chatham Strong
Fest is packed with live music, food trucks, cold drinks, auctions,
and more. Bring your friends, make memories, and show your
support just by being there. Net proceeds fromm Chatham Strong
Fest will be donated to the: Glenwood High School Student
Council YNOT Fund. All donations will go toward supporting
families affected by the April 28 tragedy.

July 6, 2025, Ipm-9pm, Chatham Community Park



https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/2025-knights-of-columbus-council-16126-peoria-chiefs-baseball-game
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AROUND OUR DIOC E AND BEYOND

On Pilgrimage

Before | embarked on my trip to the National Eucharistic Congress last summer with a group from my archdiocese, we had an
orientation meeting. At that meeting, the coordinator of the trip shared with us “The Five Rules of Pilgrimage.”

If you're not familiar with them (I wasn't), here they are:

1. Don't complain.

2. Don't complain. (It's so important, it's listed twice.)
3. When you see a bathroom, use it.

4. When someone offers you something, receive it.
5. When someone asks you for something, give it.

It's great advice for a pilgrimage, but more than that, | think it's great advice in general. So when | read today's Gospel and | hear Jesus
say essentially the same thing to his disciples as they set out to evangelize (well, minus the bathroom tip, but those weren't as much of a
thing in biblical Judea), | come to an important realization.

The whole Christian life is a pilgrimage.

Too often, life falls short of my expectations. An opportunity didn't work out. A day didn't go the way | planned (like, at all). A person didn't
accept me. And | ball up my fists and stomp my feet like a full-grown Veruca Salt, and | yell: | cannot work in these conditions!

And then, | imagine God, on his celestial throne, sighs and opens the Book of the Gospels (surely he keeps it handy, don't you think?) to
Luke, Chapter 10. And he whispers in my heart what he said to his disciples 2,000 years ago.

Don't complain. Be open and give of yourself, and in turn, receive what comes your way, whatever it is. If it's good, rejoice. If it's not good,
move on. And in the end, remember where you're headed — the place you're trying to go.

Oh, and again: don't complain.

Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman
O©LPI

Around the Diocese

« Holy Family Food Pantry - With the summer upon us, schools are being dismissed & in order to be prepared to
help feed families, Catholic Charities would so greatly appreciate any assistance to obtain some much-needed
resources. Iltems needed include peanut butter, jelly or jam, canned fruit, cereal or oatmeal, pasta noodles,
crackers, toothbrushes, toothpaste, toilet paper, and plastic grocery sacks. Thank you for your generosity!

o Annual St. Cabrini Altar & Rosary Garage Sale, July 10, 11 & 12 Thursday, Friday 7:30-2:00, Saturday 7:30-Noon. The
Only Times for Donation Drop Off are Monday & Tuesday, July 7 & 8 from 8:00 to 2:00; Clean items in good
condition will be greatly appreciated and accepted. Furniture is welcome, but no electronics or large appliances
please! Call the parish office with any questions, 217-522-8555.

o The Curia is Hiring! - The Diocesan Curia is hiring 4 full-time positions. They are a Maintenance and

Groundskeeper, Database and Parish Service Administrator, Diocesan Liaison and Advocate, and Executive
Secretary. If you know anyone who has these skill sets and is interested, please direct them to dio.org/jobs.


https://dio.org/communications/bulletin-announcements/dio.org/careers

