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Sunday Masses Weekday Masses
Saturday - 4:00pm Monday through Friday - 7:00am & 5:15pm
Sunday - 7:00am, 10:00am, & 5:00pm Saturday - 8:00am

Reconciliation
Monday through Friday - 4:15pm-5:00pm
Saturday - 9:00am-10:00am & 2:30pm-3:30pm
Sunday - 4:00pm-4:45pm

Adoration
Tuesday & Thursday - 4:00pm to 5:00pm

Welcome to the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception!

The mission of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Springdfield in lllinois is to build a fervent community of intentional
and dedicated missionary disciples of the Risen Lord and steadfast stewards of God’s creation who seek to become
saints. Accordingly, the community of Catholic faithful in this Diocese is committed to the discipleship and
stewardship way of life as commanded by Christ Our Savior and as revealed by Sacred Scripture and Tradition.
(Synod Declaration 1a)

On behalf of our bishop, the Most Reverend Thomas John Paprocki, our parishioners, deacons, and priests, we welcome
you to the mother church of the Diocese of Springfield in Illinois.

The seat of the diocese was moved to Springfield from Alton in 1923. In the same year, “Old St. Mary's” church of
Immaculate Conception Parish was named as the pro-cathedral of the new diocese until this cathedral church was built
and dedicated in 1928. Currently, our diocese comprises twenty-eight counties in central lllinois, serving over 140,000
members of the Catholic faithful.

Diocesan Victim Assistance is available. For the Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator, please call 217-321-1155.
Please remember that if you or a loved one is in the hospital, a nursing home or homebound, to contact the Parish Office at 217-522-3342
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Presenting our Gifts to the Lord

presented to Him when they finally reached their destination.

In a homily on this feast day, the Church Father St. Peter Chrysologus reflected on this scene,
emphasizing how these gifts were an expression of the belief in what they encounter:

Today the Magi gaze in deep wonder at what they see: heaven on earth, earth in heaven,
man in God, God in man, one whom the whole universe cannot contain now enclosed in a
tiny body. As they look, they believe and do not question, as their symbolic gifts bear witness:
incense for God, gold for a king, myrrh for one who is to die. (Sermo 160: PL 52, 620-622)

These three gifts invite us to reflect on what we bring to the Lord each time we encounter
Him, as they are an expression of what we believe of Him.The gift of gold acknowledges that
Christ is a king. He is our King, and yet there are no doubt areas of our lives where we have yet
to let Him rule in us. What aspect of our lives are we still clinging to, unwilling to let Him be in
control? As we begin this year, let us present to Him our lives, giving Him freedom to reign in
us in a way like never before, a reign that takes nothing from us, but gives us the gift of peace,
joy, and freedom.

The gift of incense acknowledges that Christ is God. As such, He is worthy of our adoration and
prayerful worship.As we begin this year, we can consider the place that prayer and worship to
God have in our lives. Are we giving Him our very best when we come to Mass, the place of
worship par excellence? Do we prioritize going to Mass every Sunday and Holy Day of
Obligation? Are we mindful of how we prepare for Mass? Are we intentional about trying to be
as attentive as possible, with that full, active, conscious participation the Church asks? Perhaps
we are not where we desire to be with our worship of Him, and that is okay. Let us ask Him for
the grace to love Him more with a love that overflows into a more fruitful expression of our
praise, especially at Mass.

The gift of myrrh acknowledges that Christ, while being fully God, is also fully man. As such, He
will one day die. The myrrh is used for preparing a body after death. As we begin this year, we
might want to consider those places where we are dead or dying and in need of the new life
that Jesus offers us. | have in mind here our relationship with the Sacrament of Penance, or
Confession. When we go to confession, we present to the Lord those places in our lives which
cause us pain, guilt, and shame. We would rather not bring them to Him, but they cannot be
healed and brought back to life unless we bring them to Him, whose death alone can destroy
sin, and whose Resurrection promises us new life not just after we have confessed, but also for
eternal life. Perhaps this year we can make a more firm commitment to frequent the
Sacrament of Penance and so experience the more abundant life that comes from
experiencing His healing mercy.

As we begin this new year, let us seek to imitate the Magi in our adoration of this newborn
King and offer Him the gifts of our obedience, our worship, and our desire to live anew in the
life of grace He offers to us.

Father Alford is the Rector of the Cathedral and serves in the diocesan curia as the
Vicar for Clergy, Consecrated Life, and Vocations.

As we celebrate the Epiphany of the Lord, we always hear the account of the visit of the Magi to Jesus after His birth
in Bethlehem. Guided by the star, they sought to see the “newborn King of the Jews.” (Mt. 2:2) As they set out, they
prepared for this encounter, bringing with them “gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh” (Mt 2:11) which they

Mass Intentions
Monday, January 5

7am - Delbert Fairweather
(Andrew & Cheryl Klein)
515pm - Thomas Conway Sr
(Family)

Tuesday, January 6

7am - Irv Smith

(Women's Bible Study)
5:15pm - Anthony Kim Edgar
(Larry & Beverly Smith)

Wednesday, January 7
7am - Caryl Beach
(Vicki Compton)

515pm - Mary Jane Kern
(Estate)

Thursday, January 8

7am - David Myers
(Celeste Crowley)

5:15pm - George Hovanec
(Larry & Beverly Smith)

Friday, January 9

7am - Intention for Bianca

(DA Drago)

515pm - Robert & Annette Furtwengler
(Lisa Logan & Lori Motyka)

Saturday, January 10

8am - Edward Anselment

(Rose & Joann Lenn)

4pm - Patricia McGuigan-Hubbell
(Mark & Brenda Staab)

Sunday, January 11

7am - Judith Ansell

(John & Margaret Lemanski)
10am - For the People

5pm - Veronica DeRosa
(Family)



When a gift is given, the full and proper response of gratitude is not always automatic or quick.
Depending on the quality and type of gift, it can take some time to truly appreciate the magnitude
of the generosity and love that were involved in the offering. St. Thomas Aguinas even reflects on
this truth when he writes about gratitude in his Summa Theologiae (this section is in I.1.106.4). To
truly give thanks, one often needs to take some time after the gift is given in order to reflect and
recognize just how meaningful the gift was. This time taken allows the gratitude to be full.

This weekend, we celebrate the appearance (epiphany) of Jesus Christ, the King of Kings, to the magi, or the men
commonly known as “the three kings.” They offer him gifts of Gold, Frankincense, and Myrrh. These gifts are kingly and
meaningful, and it was only after a great deal of reflection that the Christian community saw the true significance of the
gifts. Practically, they may have been a huge support to Mary and Joseph as they escaped to Egypt.

More symbolically, however, these gifts are seen as prophetic signs revealing who Jesus truly is. He appeared as an
ordinary baby boy, and yet he was the Messiah and the God of Israel, the second Person of the Trinity. The Gold, therefore,
signified his kingship and royalty. The Frankincense symbolizes his Divinity and his Priesthood. Finally, the Myrrh signified
his future death. The darkness of that “hour” at the end of his earthly life overshadows even his beginning as an infant.

Our understanding of a gift matures upon deeper reflection.

This weekend at Cathedral, we celebrate our Epiphany party. It is an annual chance for parishioners to come together,
enjoy fellowship, and celebrate the gift of Christmas. At this point we've had some time to relax after the festivities, and we
can look back over the past year and give thanks together.

| look back over this past year with a good deal of happiness. In particular, | am grateful for my assignment here at the
Cathedral. In the context of the Epiphany party and this reflection on gratitude, | want to express my own deep
thanksgiving to God and to all of you at this parish for the gift of my time here.

| arrived here right before July 1, 2024, after my ordination as a priest. It's kind of hard for me to believe but it has been a
year and a half now that I've been both a priest and a priest at the Cathedral. I'd say that's a good amount of time for my
sense of the gift of this place and God’'s goodness to me here to begin to mature and deepen. | certainly am not finished,
and after | leave here someday, I'll be able to look back and truly (or at least as much as | can in this life) realize just how
great a gift God gave me in sending me here.

Truly, | can say | love the people, the priestly fraternity, the prayer, the Masses,
the hospital visits, time in the office, time at SHG, weddings, funerals, and so
many other gifts that God has blessed me with that | don’'t have room to list December 20th & 21st
here. This first assignment has been a true gift from God and is exactly where

. - Collecti b
God knew | needed to be. | pray | have served you well in this time and that God ur?aj;lla()k;::::hsrjr\g::)i
continues to grow and shape me through my time here to serve well all those publication. Please check back
he will send me to in the future. | could say much more, but | hope that as you nextweekend for these

collection numbers.

enjoy the party this weekend, or if you celebrate the Epiphany elsewhere, you
look at your life with the Cathedral family with gratitude. It is a gift from God. Online Giving: If you would like to

extend a special gift to the Cathedral

| )

May he bless you tOday and every day' please visit our website. Our parish is
grateful for your continued support.

Thank you!

Stewardship of Treasure

Fr. Daniel McGrath is a Parochial Vicar of the Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception and serves as Chaplain of Sacred Heart-Griffin High School.




CALENDAR OF EVENTS

WEEK OF JANUARY 5

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY N THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY
Rosary Adoration Men'’s Bible Study Women'’s Blble Rosary

4:45 PM 4:00 PM . h61°‘|3 fb"" Study 445 PM
Church Church choot Hbrary 10:00 AM, Church
1.00 PM, &
Rosary
OCIA 445 DM 6:00 PM

6:00 PM Church School Library

School Library
Cathedral Bible Adoration
Study 4:00 PM

615 PM ch h
School Library ure

Choir Rehearsal
7:00 PM
Choir Room

What's Going on Around the Cathedral?

Cathedral Meal Train

Meal train dates for 2026 are now open! If you are interested in volunteering in this ministry, please visit
www.spicathedral.org/cathedral-meal-train/ for available dates. In an effort to allow multiple volunteers to participate in
this ministry, we ask all volunteers to limit sign-ups to no more than 4 dates per month. We also ask that meals be
delivered to the rectory by 3:00pm on the chosen dates. Entrees should feed 5 to 6 people; sides are welcome, but not
necessary, and please, no desserts. Please contact the Parish Office if you have any questions - 217-522-3342. Thank you!




Pilgrimage to Poland with Bishop Thomas John
Paprocki

Join Bishop Thomas John Paprocki and Father
Jerome Koutnik on a 9-day pilgrimage to Poland,
April 6-14, 2026, “In the Footsteps of St. John Paul
[l.” Highlights include visits to Krakow,
Czestochowa, Zakopane, Auschwitz, Wieliczka, and
Wadowice—the birthplace of St. John Paul Il. The
pilgrimage features daily Mass, first-class hotels,
private luxury transportation, professional guides,
and all admission fees. Cost: $4,250 per person
from Chicago, IL (includes round-trip airfare, taxes,
meals, and more). For details or to register, visit
pilgrimtravel.info.

Cathedral Women's Bible Study - Foretold
Perhaps you think God doesn't have a plan for
you and your family. But Jesus is the Lord of
History, yours included. Join Dr. Sean Innerst in
Foretold, a new series from the Augustine
Institute that weaves together the Old and New
Testament stories, highlighting their connecting
threads of prophecy and fulfillment. What was
promised in the biblical story came to pass
through Jesus, his apostles, and the Church.
Ultimately, this biblical history is your history. Just
as the prophecies of the Old Testament were
fulfilled, you can trust that Jesus will care for you
and your story. Encounter this profound mystery
and reality for yourself in Foretold.

Cathedral School Library, Thursdays at 10:00
and 1:00 starting on Jan 8, and running for 8
weeks. FREE and open to all women!

OCIA Spotlight of Service

The OCIA crew were hosted by the Mission Outreach
team so candidates and catechumens could experience
putting their faith in action. We learned about the
history and mission of Mission Outreach, toured the
warehouse, and helped fold linens for a future shipment.
Please pray for our candidates and catechumens as
they prepare for baptism or full reception into the
Church.

CCCW is Getting Wild with Trivia!!

Join the CCCW for an animal themed trivia night
on February 7th, 2026 6pm-10pm in the Cathedral
Atrium. Soda, Beer and Wine will be sold, but
attendees are encouraged to bring their own
snacks. Cash prizes will be awarded for 1st, 2nd,
and 3rd place. $10 per person, with 8-10 person
teams. Register your team by January 30th by
emailing Judith Carstens at
jnjcarstens@sbcglobal.net

Biblical Walk Through the Mass

The Mass is nothing short of amazing. Through it,
we encounter God in the most intimate way
possible as we hear him speak to us in the Liturgy
of the Word and as we receive him Body and
Blood, Soul and Divinity in the Holy Eucharist. Join
Cathedral Women's Bible Study to explore the
extraordinary biblical roots of the Liturgy and
reveals what it all means and why it all matters.
This fascinating tour of the Mass will renew your
faith and deepen your love for and devotion to the
Holy Eucharist.

Thursdays , Jan 8-Feb 5 @ 6:00pm in the
Cathedral School Library. Order your workbook
at ascensionpress.com
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AROUND OUR DIOCESE AND BEYOND

The Stars We Follow

Everyone follows a star.

It is human nature to seek. If we are rich, we want to be richer. If we are smart, we want to be smarter. If we are powerful, we
want to be more powerful.

We cannot stay in one place, so to speak — to say, “l am what | am, | have what | have, and it is enough.” Even the very act of
maintaining a status quo, be it health or wealth or spiritual goodness, requires action. It requires effort. It requires movement.
This is human nature. There is nothing wrong with it. When we stop seeking, we die.

But what are we looking for? Where are we going?

| often wonder if the Magi knew what they were seeking — really, truly knew. They were seeking “the newborn king of the Jews,”
yes, but did they understand who he was? What he was? | don't see how they could have. They were wise men, but they were not
prophets. They simply knew this was an endeavor they had to undertake. They knew it in their souls.

There really is very little that we know for certain about the Magi. We don't know how many of them there were. We don't know
their religion. We don't know where they came from. All we know for certain is that they listened to a voice they heard deep
within themselves. And, heeding that voice, they went forth.

And what did they find? They found what we all seek, even if, foolishly, we seek it in riches or power.

They found the face of the Child.

So tell me this. Of all the stars you could follow, which one does the voice — that one deep within you— tell you to chase?

Point to it. And go forth.

Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman
©LPi

Around the Diocese

o T-Shirt Fundraiser, Sacred Heart in Virden - Celebrate the canonization of St. Pier Giorgio Frassati and St. Carlo
Acutis and support diocesan vocations! 100% of profits from sales will support vocations to the priesthood in our
diocese! Art by Fr. Daniel McGrath! 100% Cotton Navy T-shirts (Gildan - Heavy Cotton T-shirt, Unisex) Fundraiser
hosted by Sacred Heart Church in Virden, IL. For questions, contact the parish office at
secretary@sacredheart.dio.org or 217-965-4545. To order, visit www.sacredheartvirden.com

o Feast of St. Sebastian: Men'’s Faith, Beer, and Bourbon Night - Men are invited to an evening of fraternity at the
Villa Maria Conference Center on Lake Springfield as we celebrate the feast of St. Sebastian. Join Father Herman
Joseph O.Praem. as the night begins with Mass at 6 p.m., followed by drinks and a discussion on the joys and
challenges faced by men striving to follow Christ within the Catholic Church. Tuesday, January 20: 5:30 p.m. -9
p.m. Cost: $10 Registration Deadline: January 16 Contact: events@dio.org. Register at: dio.org/events
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