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Diocesan Victim Assistance is available. For the Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator, please call 217-321-1155.
Please remember that if you or a loved one is in the hospital, a nursing home or homebound, to contact the Parish Office at 217-522-3342
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PAROCHIAL VICAR

Welcome to the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception!
The mission of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Springfield in Illinois is to build a fervent community of intentional
and dedicated missionary disciples of the Risen Lord and steadfast stewards of God’s creation who seek to become
saints. Accordingly, the community of Catholic faithful in this Diocese is committed to the discipleship and
stewardship way of life as commanded by Christ Our Savior and as revealed by Sacred Scripture and Tradition.
(Synod Declaration 1a)

On behalf of our bishop, the Most Reverend Thomas John Paprocki, our parishioners, deacons, and priests, we welcome
you to the mother church of the Diocese of Springfield in Illinois.

The seat of the diocese was moved to Springfield from Alton in 1923. In the same year, “Old St. Mary’s” church of
Immaculate Conception Parish was named as the pro-cathedral of the new diocese until this cathedral church was built
and dedicated in 1928. Currently, our diocese comprises twenty-eight counties in central Illinois, serving over 140,000
members of the Catholic faithful. 
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Sunday Masses
Saturday - 4:00pm

Sunday - 7:00am, 10:00am, & 5:00pm

Weekday Masses
Monday through Friday - 7:00am & 5:15pm

Saturday - 8:00am

Reconciliation
Monday through Friday - 4:15pm-5:00pm

Saturday - 9:00am-10:00am & 2:30pm-3:30pm 
Sunday - 4:00pm-4:45pm

Adoration
Tuesday & Thursday - 4:00pm to 5:00pm
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Mass Intentions
Monday, December 22
7am - Margaret Graham 
(McGee Family)
5:15pm - Kristin King and Family 
(Richard & Kay King)

Tuesday, December 23
7am - Terry Brauer 
(Barbara Brauer)
5:15pm - Raymond and Eulalia Ohl 
(Angela Ohl-Marsters)

Wednesday, December 24
7am - James Conkrite 
(Litina Carnes)
4pm - Irvin L. & Cathryn M. Smith 
(Bev & Larry Smith)
7pm - Archie Sr. & Pamela Harmon 
(Archie Harmon)

Thursday, December 25
12am - For The People
9am - Betty Rogers 
(Family)
5:15pm - NO MASS

Friday, December 26
7am - Thomas Conway, Sr. 
(Family)
5:15pm - NO MASS

Saturday, December 27
8am - Thompson Family 
(Bev & Larry Hoffman)
4pm - The Dubeck Family 
(Angela Ohl-Marsters)

Sunday, December 28
7am - Sarah Alblinger 
(Jeff & Julie Mitchell)
10am - Mercedes & Charles Nesbitt 
(Kathy Frank)
5pm - For The People

Human life is a journey. Towards what destination? How do we find the way? Life is like a
voyage on the sea of history, often dark and stormy, a voyage in which we watch for the stars

that indicate the route. The true stars of our life are the people who have lived good lives.
They are lights of hope. Certainly, Jesus Christ is the true light, the sun that has risen above all
the shadows of history. But to reach him we also need lights close by—people who shine with
his light and so guide us along our way. Who more than Mary could be a star of hope for us?
With her “yes” she opened the door of our world to God himself; she became the living Ark of
the Covenant, in whom God took flesh, became one of us, and pitched his tent among us (cf.

Jn 1:14). (ibid.)

As I read these words, I recall a particularly important point in my life in which Mary indeed
served as a star of hope for me. Perhaps I have shared previously that I was not always an
intentional disciple of Christ. Sometime during my college years, I had drifted from practicing
my Catholic faith.I was not angry with God, nor was I upset with the Church. I just took my
focus off of Him and followed my own pursuits. As I was in the early years of my career, I began
noticing a restlessness in my heart, a feeling of emptiness and hopelessness. Something was
missing in my life, which in reality, that something was actually a someone. I recall vividly
going to bed early on New Year’s Eve in 2004 with a heaviness of heart.The next morning, the
first of 2005, still feeling burdened, I looked next to my bed and saw a Rosary sitting
there.Prompted no doubt by the Holy Spirit and the intercession of Mary, I decided to
reacquaint myself with how to pray the Rosary, and then I did. Though there was nothing
mystical or spectacular that happened, what had seemed so dark in my heart now seemed to
not be so overwhelming. It is as though there was a dim light the promised hope.

I continued to pray the Rosary each day and that light of hope continued to grow and I began
to be intentional about getting to know Jesus on a personal level. As I look back on that time, I
know that Mary played such an important role in leading me back to her Son. Even though I
have read this paragraph from Pope Benedict before now, this image of Mary as a “Star of
Hope” resonates deeply now, and my heart is renewed with gratitude for Mary’s assistance in
guiding me through the shadows into the bright light of Christ’s love for me. Regardless of
how confusing, difficult, or dark the journey may be for me, I know that I can always turn to
Mary who always reflects the light of hope which invites me to trust in her Son.

The final paragraph of Spe salvi is a beautiful prayer to Mary, and it is well worth your read. In
the interest of space, I offer the final line as a prayerful plea to her to continue to show herself
our Mother and our Star of Hope:

Thus you remain in the midst of the disciples as their Mother, as the Mother of hope. Holy
Mary, Mother of God, our Mother, teach us to believe, to hope, to love with you. Show us the

way to his Kingdom! Star of the Sea, shine upon us and guide us on our way! (SS 50)

R E C T O R ' S  C O L U M N

Mary, Star of Hope

The final two paragraphs of Pope Benedict’s encyclical on Christian Hope, Spe salvi, fittingly turn our attention to the
Blessed Virgin Mary, the Star of Hope. He references an early hymn which greets Mary, the Mother of God as “Star of
the Sea”: Ave maris stella. (SS 49) This is a beautiful title for Mary as we consider the topic of Christian hope. The Holy
Father writes:

Father Alford is the Rector of the Cathedral and serves in the diocesan curia as the
Vicar for Clergy, Consecrated Life, and Vocations.



In the first chapter of Luke, we hear of the Archangel Gabriel visiting the virgin named Mary to ask for her consent to be
the mother of God. Mary humbly asks, “How can this be, since I do not know man?” (Lk 1:34). Luke records this as the
response: “The angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you;
therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God’” (Lk 1:35). Simple enough. Still, whenever I read this
passage, I tend to conflate the two actions of God here into one phrase, seeing them as simply parallel lines: The Holy
Spirit will overshadow you. 
                 
There is nothing wrong with reading this verse the way I just described. It is possible to interpret them as a Jewish way of
speaking in parallel, repetitive phrases to emphasize a point. We see that all the time in the Psalms, and in like manner,
Luke could simply be highlighting the power of the overshadowing of the Holy Spirit. In my case, I did not even consider
another way of reading them until I came across a commentary passage in the writings of St. Bonaventure. 
                 
St. Bonaventure clearly sees this verse as describing two actions of God: One action: the Holy Spirit coming upon Mary;
and a second, simultaneous action: the power of the Most High overshadowing her. Near the beginning of his short work,
The Tree of Life, St. Bonaventure explains, “When she gave her consent to him, the Holy Spirit came upon her like a divine
fire inflaming her soul and sanctifying her flesh in perfect purity. But the power of the Most High overshadowed her (Luke
1:35) so that she could endure such fire.” In this fascinating description, St. Bonaventure sees God as both descending
upon Mary to incarnate the Son of God in her womb, and at the same time, powerfully accustoming her to receive the
Divine presence of God in perfect peace, enduring the fire of God’s life and love. 

As an addition here too, I cannot help but be reminded of the invocation to the
Holy Spirit in the prayer to the Holy Trinity by St. Elizabeth of the Trinity. St.
Elizabeth calls out to the Holy Spirit, recognizing that His desire for each of us is
to become little “Christs” in the world, Christians in name and in truth. She
prays, “O Consuming Fire, Spirit of Love, overshadow me so that the Word may
be, as it were, incarnate again in my soul. May I be for him a new humanity in
which he can renew all his mystery.” Though only the Blessed Virgin Mary was
privileged to bear Jesus bodily in her womb and to be his mother in the flesh,
every Christian is called to bear Jesus to the world by being a member of his
body and living His life, death, and resurrection in the world in our own lives. He
chooses to come to the world in us and through us, and he joins us to his body
by the power of the Holy Spirit, ordinarily working through the sacraments. 
 
The Holy Spirit once came upon Mary and the power of the Most High
overshadowed her. May that same Holy Spirit come upon our Church to fill us
with the fire of his life and his love. May he draw us ever more deeply into the
mystery of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, the Son. May we
rejoice at the birth of our King, and may he be born ever anew in our hearts and
in our lives. Come, Lord Jesus! Come, Holy Spirit! Lead us to the Father!

B E Y O N D  T H E  H O M I L Y

Details, details… When reading the scriptures, it can be easy to gloss over little details that seem to
be insignificant or repetitive. Very often, we need a great saint or insightful person to shake us out
of whatever stupor we are in when reading the sacred words so that the full meaning can flow
from the fountain of life that is the divine Word. One example of this happening to me comes in
that most well known of passages: the Annunciation from the Gospel of Luke. 

Fr. Daniel McGrath is a Parochial Vicar of the Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception and serves as Chaplain of Sacred Heart-Griffin High School.

Online Giving: If you would like to
extend a special gift to the Cathedral,
please visit our website. Our parish is
grateful for your continued support.

Thank you! 

Stewardship of Treasure

December 6th & 7th

Envelopes:                        $9,594.00
Loose:                                 $3,588.74
Maintenance:                     $970.00
Total:                                  $14,152.74

Sacraments
Deaths

Susanne Meyer
Date of Death: November 6, 2025



C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S

WEEK OF DECEMBER 22
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

What's Going on Around the Cathedral?

SUNDAY
Men’s Bible

Study
6:00 AM

School Library

Christmas Eve
Masses

4:00 PM 
& 7:00 PM

Church

Christmas
Masses

12:00 AM
& 9:00 AM

Church

NO 5:15 PM
MASS

Carols at Noon
12:00 PM
Church 

NO 5:15 PM
MASS

Rosary
4:45 PM
Church

Spanish Bible
Study

6:00 PM
Parish Library

Adoration
4:00 PM
Church

Cathedral Meal Train
Meal train dates for 2026 are now open! If you are interested in
volunteering in this ministry, please visit www.spicathedral.org/cathedral-
meal-train/ for available dates. In an effort to allow multiple volunteers to
participate in this ministry, we ask all volunteers to limit sign-ups to no
more than 4 dates per month. We also ask that meals be delivered to the
rectory by 3:00pm on the chosen dates. Entrees should feed 5 to 6 people;
sides are welcome, but not necessary, and please, no desserts. Please
contact the Parish Office if you have any questions - 217-522-3342. Thank
you! 



CCCW is Getting Wild with Trivia!!
Join the CCCW for an animal themed trivia night on
February 7th, 2026 6pm-10pm in the Cathedral Atrium.
Water, Soda, Beer and Wine will be sold, but attendees
are encouraged to bring their own snacks. Cash prizes
will be awarded for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place. $10 per
person, with 8-10 person teams. Register your team by
January 30th by emailing Judith Carstens at
jnjcarstens@sbcglobal.net

Christ Child Baby Shower
Pregnancy Care Center and Mini O’Beirne Crisis Center
are in need of our help. For the month of December,
CCCW will be collecting needed Supplies for the
children and Moms that depend so much on these
organizations. There will be boxes in the Atrium to
collect any and all donations to these worthy causes.
There will be a list of items needed on the boxes. We
will also accept any monetary donation in the weekly
collection, please put in envelope addressed to CCCW -
Christ Child Baby Shower. Thank you for your
generosity and support for this worthy cause.

Cathedral Women's Bible Study - Foretold 
Perhaps you think God doesn't have a plan for you and
your family. But Jesus is the Lord of History, yours
included. Join Dr. Sean Innerst in Foretold, a new series
from the Augustine Institute that weaves together the
Old and New Testament stories, highlighting their
connecting threads of prophecy and fulfillment. What
was promised in the biblical story came to pass
through Jesus, his apostles, and the Church. Ultimately,
this biblical history is your history. Just as the
prophecies of the Old Testament were fulfilled, you can
trust that Jesus will care for you and your story.
Encounter this profound mystery and reality for
yourself in Foretold.
Cathedral School Library, Thursdays at 10:00 and 1:00
starting on Jan 8, and running for 8 weeks. FREE and
open to all women!

Thank You! 
To the Cathedral Parish family - the Pregnancy Care
Center of Springfield, Inc. would like to thank all of you
for your recent monetary donations. We are truly
grateful for your continued support of our mission over
the years. It is because of the ongoing generosity of
people like you that we can keep our doors open and
services free to some of the most vulnerable people in
our community. What a blessing you are for so many in
need! Thank you!

S U N D A Y  A N N O U N C E M E N T S

OCIA Spotlight on Tony Moman
Hello! My name is Tony. I'm a guitarist who loves rock & roll, politics and theology. After a long
road of trials & tribulations I'm coming back to Christ and I believe the only way to fully do that
is through the Catholic Church, the one true apostolic Church. I chose to attend OCIA at the
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception because it's the mother church of my hometown and
because of its stunning architecture. My time here has so far been the highlight of my months.
Christ is King!
Please pray for Tony and all our catechumens and candidates as they prepare for baptism or
full-reception into the Church. 

Biblical Walk Through the Mass
The Mass is nothing short of amazing. Through it, we
encounter God in the most intimate way possible as we
hear him speak to us in the Liturgy of the Word and as
we receive him Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity in the
Holy Eucharist. Join Cathedral Women's Bible Study to
explore the extraordinary biblical roots of the Liturgy and
reveals what it all means and why it all matters. This
fascinating tour of the Mass will renew your faith and
deepen your love for and devotion to the Holy Eucharist.
Thursdays , Jan 8-Feb 5 @ 6:00pm in the Cathedral
School Library. Order your workbook at
ascensionpress.com

mailto:jnjcarstens@sbcglobal.net
https://ascensionpress.com/


A R O U N D  O U R  D I O C E S E  A N D  B E Y O N D

I imagine Joseph waking up the morning after the dream, blinking in the dim half-light of the dawn.

One day, decades from now, the baby his wife carries will stand on a mountaintop. His face will shine like the sun, and those who
look upon him will fall down upon their own faces in fear.

We call this the transfiguration, and Joseph won’t be there to see it. But that doesn’t matter. What those men will learn on the
mountaintop, Joseph already knows. He learned it last night.

Today, he shrugs off the remnants of slumber and stands up.

“Rise, and do not be afraid.” This is what the baby — a baby no longer, but a man now, one in the last days of his life — will say to
his companions on the mountain a few decades from now. They will look up to see him standing there the same as he always
was, and they will realize that he did not change at all. They did.

“Do not be afraid.” This is what the angel said last night as he revealed to Joseph the will of God: that Joseph take Mary and the
Child as his own, despite having so many reasons not to do so. And today Joseph wakes up and the world is the same as it always
was: Mary is pregnant, and the Child does not belong to him.

No, the world has not changed. Joseph has.

He rises, and goes to Mary.

Advent is drawing quickly to a close, and Christmas is coming soon. The change is upon us. Do we rise to accept it, or do we fall
on our faces in fear?

Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman
©LPi

Around the Diocese

The First Transfiguration

T-Shirt Fundraiser, Sacred Heart in Virden - Celebrate the canonization of St. Pier Giorgio Frassati and St. Carlo
Acutis and support diocesan vocations! 100% of profits from sales will support vocations to the priesthood in our
diocese! Art by Fr. Daniel McGrath! 100% Cotton Navy T-shirts (Gildan – Heavy Cotton T-shirt, Unisex) Fundraiser
hosted by Sacred Heart Church in Virden, IL. For questions, contact the parish office at
secretary@sacredheart.dio.org or 217-965-4545. To order, visit www.sacredheartvirden.com


