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Diocesan Victim Assistance is available. For the Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator, please call 217-321-1155.
Please remember that if you or a loved one is in the hospital, a nursing home or homebound, to contact the Parish Office at 217-522-3342

THE REVEREND DANIEL MCGRATH
PAROCHIAL VICAR

Welcome to the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception!
The mission of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Springfield in Illinois is to build a fervent community of intentional
and dedicated missionary disciples of the Risen Lord and steadfast stewards of God’s creation who seek to become
saints. Accordingly, the community of Catholic faithful in this Diocese is committed to the discipleship and
stewardship way of life as commanded by Christ Our Savior and as revealed by Sacred Scripture and Tradition.
(Synod Declaration 1a)

On behalf of our bishop, the Most Reverend Thomas John Paprocki, our parishioners, deacons, and priests, we welcome
you to the mother church of the Diocese of Springfield in Illinois.

The seat of the diocese was moved to Springfield from Alton in 1923. In the same year, “Old St. Mary’s” church of
Immaculate Conception Parish was named as the pro-cathedral of the new diocese until this cathedral church was built
and dedicated in 1928. Currently, our diocese comprises twenty-eight counties in central Illinois, serving over 140,000
members of the Catholic faithful. 
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Sunday Masses
Saturday - 4:00pm

Sunday - 7:00am, 10:00am, & 5:00pm

Weekday Masses
Monday through Friday - 7:00am & 5:15pm

Saturday - 8:00am

Reconciliation
Monday through Friday - 4:15pm-5:00pm
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Mass Intentions
Monday, December 29
7am - In honor of the Holy Family 
(John Busciacco)
5:15pm - Armando Chiaradonna 
(Gerry Chiaradonna)

Tuesday, December 30
7am - Barbara McGee 
(McGee Family)
5:15pm - Dr. William Schroeder 
(Lou Ann Mack & Carl Carrigan)

Wednesday, December 31
7am - John E. Kaufman 
(McGee Family)
5:15pm - Mary Lynch Nicoud 
(Family)

Thursday, January 1
7am - Betty Rogers 
(Glen Rogers)
5:15pm - Margaret Vaplon Miller 
(Eric & Joanna Miller)

Friday, January 2
7am - John Montgomery 
(John Busciacco)
5:15pm - Raymond & Eulalia Ohl 
(Angela Ohl-Marsters)

Saturday, January 3
8am - James Freeman 
(Paul Freeman)
4pm - Patricia McGuigan-Hubbell 
(Mark & Brenda Staab)

Sunday, January 4
7am - For the People 
10am - Mercedes & Charles Nesbitt 
(Kathleen Frank)
5pm - James Stephen Langheim 
(Joe & Gail Langheim)

Leading up to that surprise, the standard belief was that no American would likely
ever be elected to be the pope. But our belief was proved wrong, and as I have
reflected on that, it offers us an invitation to examine other beliefs that we might
have about what we think might be impossible, or at least highly unlikely. We may
believe things about ourselves, about others, about the Church, about our country,
and about our world that we are convinced will always be true. But perhaps an
experience like the election of an American pope will give us pause and challenge
us to re-evaluate our beliefs.

When Mary was visited by the Archangel Gabriel at the Annunciation, as an
additional verification that what he said about her becoming the Mother of God
was indeed possible, he shared with her that her cousin, Elizabeth, in her old age
had conceived a son, and that it was already “the sixth month for her who was
called barren.” (Luke 1:36) Then the angel proclaimed these powerful words: “For
with God, nothing will be impossible.” (Luke 1:37)

This is not meant to be read that anything we want to happen will happen.Rather,
this line serves as a reminder that when we factor God into any problem, question,
or concern that we face in life, no matter how unbelievable, how desperate, or how
impossible the situation may seem, with God, nothing will be impossible. No
suffering will be impossible to bear when it is born with God. Not fear can paralyze
us when we face it with God. No desire for conversion, personally, or in another, is
wasted when it is expressed with God. 

When we live with hope, we believe that nothing we face in life will be impossible
when we lean into it with God. As Pope Benedict wrote early on in Spe salvi, his
encyclical on Christian hope: “The one who has hope lives differently; the one who
hopes has been granted the gift of a new life.” (SS 2)

Coming to the end of this Jubilee Year of Hope, we are confronted with some
important questions: Are we ready to embrace this hope and so live differently? Are
we ready to hope in the promise that nothing will be impossible with God? With
faith, it is indeed possible for us to live this new life of hope, because hope Himself
has been born for us.

R E C T O R ' S  C O L U M N

Closing the Jubilee Year
As the Church celebrates the Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph within the celebration
of the Christmas Octave, we find ourselves coming to the conclusion of the Jubilee Year of Hope. It has
certainly been an eventful year in the Church as we watched our beloved Holy Father, Pope Francis,
pass away on Easter Monday. In the midst of our sorrow, though, we began to hope, looking forward to
how the Lord would provide for His Church with a successor.To take St. Paul’s words on hope slightly
out of context, our hope as Americans was not disappointed as we witnessed the election of one of our
own to be the new pope, Pope Leo XIV.

Father Alford is the Rector of the Cathedral and serves in the diocesan curia
as the Vicar for Clergy, Consecrated Life, and Vocations.



During the several silent retreats that I went on as a part of my seminary formation, Hosea 11 was an often-used scripture
passage assigned to me by my spiritual directors. In it, the prophet speaks in the person of God - or God speaks through
the mouth and pen of the prophet - about the “person” of Israel, the whole people. “Israel” becomes the name of the
whole people seen as a single person growing up from childhood to adulthood - a common way of speaking about the
people of Israel throughout the scriptures. We even see this more maturely formulated in St. Paul’s consideration of the
Body of Christ, the Church, though the unity of the Body of Christ is even more profound than the unity of the people of
Israel. 
                 
Still, the Lord speaks of his mercy toward the people of Israel in this passage. He has called his child, Israel, out of Egypt,
and they saw his wonders. They knew his might, but they still turned away from him, repeatedly. This caused God’s wrath
to flare up, but in his love for Israel, he did not destroy them. Instead, he continued to draw them to himself, to heal them.
We see in this passage one of those places even in the Old Testament that the merciful and Fatherly love of God is
displayed in full force. 
                 
This passage is well-worth reading in the season of Christmas as well. We read in the letter of St. Paul to the Romans 5:8,
“While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” We could take it back a step and recognize that while we were still sinners,
the Word chose to become flesh for us in order to die for us. Since the fall of man in the Garden of Eden, God has
continued to call his people back to himself, calling the patriarchs, Moses, the Kings, and the Prophets. He made
covenants with them and people did draw near him. Without fail, though, his people continued, time and again, to turn
away from him.

He did not abandon his people. Out of Egypt he called his son, and he only
continues to do so. Back in Hosea 11, the Lord cries out in anguish over his
rebellious child, “How could I give you up, O Ephraim!” (another name for Israel).
The Lord continues after several more statements of that sort, “My heart recoils
within me; my compassion grows warm and tender. I will not execute my fierce
anger; I will not again destroy Ephraim; ... I will not come in wrath.” Truly,
centuries later, God did not come in wrath. He did not abandon his people or
give them up. He did not execute his fierce anger by destroying them. Instead,
he gave vent to that anger by entering our human condition and destroying
the cause of our downfall, sin, and its consequence, death. 
 
Praise be Jesus Christ for the redemption wrought through his incarnation.
What a work of grace! What a work of the beauty of the heart of God! What a
powerful testament to the grandeur of God’s mercy! Jesus entered the “Egypt”
of the human condition to bring us all out of that place of slavery. May we never
stray from his loving heart. He draws us by that love. Jesus, draw me to the
Father. Amen.

B E Y O N D  T H E  H O M I L Y

Today’s Gospel for Mass on the feast of the Holy Family quotes the prophet Hosea: “Out of Egypt I
called my son.” Because this weekend is the celebration of the Holy Family and not a reflection on
Matthew’s use of Old Testament quotations, that line probably won’t get much air time in the
homilies. Because of that, I want to reflect on it here, and really, the whole of Hosea 11, the chapter
that line comes from. 

Fr. Daniel McGrath is a Parochial Vicar of the Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception and serves as Chaplain of Sacred Heart-Griffin High School.

Online Giving: If you would like to
extend a special gift to the Cathedral,
please visit our website. Our parish is
grateful for your continued support.

Thank you! 

Stewardship of Treasure

December 13th & 14th

Envelopes:                        $3,680.00
Loose:                                 $1,824.00
Maintenance:                     $40.00
Total:                                  $5,544.00

Sacraments
Weddings

Nicholas Martin & Madeline Reavy
Married on December 13, 2025



C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S

WEEK OF DECEMBER 29
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

What's Going on Around the Cathedral?

SUNDAY
Men’s Bible

Study
6:00 AM

School Library

Rosary
4:45 PM
Church

Adoration
4:00 PM
Church

Rosary
4:45 PM
Church

Rosary
4:45 PM
Church

Spanish Bible
Study

6:00 PM
Parish Library

Adoration
4:00 PM
Church

Cathedral Meal Train
Meal train dates for 2026 are now open! If you are interested in volunteering in this ministry, please visit
www.spicathedral.org/cathedral-meal-train/ for available dates. In an effort to allow multiple volunteers to participate in
this ministry, we ask all volunteers to limit sign-ups to no more than 4 dates per month. We also ask that meals be
delivered to the rectory by 3:00pm on the chosen dates. Entrees should feed 5 to 6 people; sides are welcome, but not
necessary, and please, no desserts. Please contact the Parish Office if you have any questions - 217-522-3342. Thank you! 

Family of Faith
and Faith and
Science Series

6:00 PM
Atrium



CCCW is Getting Wild with Trivia!!
Join the CCCW for an animal themed trivia night on
February 7th, 2026 6pm-10pm in the Cathedral Atrium.
Soda, Beer and Wine will be sold, but attendees are
encouraged to bring their own snacks. Cash prizes will
be awarded for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place. $10 per person,
with 8-10 person teams. Register your team by January
30th by emailing Judith Carstens at
jnjcarstens@sbcglobal.net

Christ Child Baby Shower
Pregnancy Care Center and Mini O’Beirne Crisis Center
are in need of our help. For the month of December,
CCCW will be collecting needed Supplies for the
children and Moms that depend so much on these
organizations. There will be boxes in the Atrium to
collect any and all donations to these worthy causes.
There will be a list of items needed on the boxes. We
will also accept any monetary donation in the weekly
collection, please put in envelope addressed to CCCW -
Christ Child Baby Shower. Thank you for your
generosity and support for this worthy cause.

Cathedral Women's Bible Study - Foretold 
Perhaps you think God doesn't have a plan for you and
your family. But Jesus is the Lord of History, yours
included. Join Dr. Sean Innerst in Foretold, a new series
from the Augustine Institute that weaves together the
Old and New Testament stories, highlighting their
connecting threads of prophecy and fulfillment. What
was promised in the biblical story came to pass
through Jesus, his apostles, and the Church. Ultimately,
this biblical history is your history. Just as the
prophecies of the Old Testament were fulfilled, you can
trust that Jesus will care for you and your story.
Encounter this profound mystery and reality for
yourself in Foretold.
Cathedral School Library, Thursdays at 10:00 and 1:00
starting on Jan 8, and running for 8 weeks. FREE and
open to all women!

Thank You! 
To the Cathedral Parish family - the Pregnancy Care
Center of Springfield, Inc. would like to thank all of you
for your recent monetary donations. We are truly
grateful for your continued support of our mission over
the years. It is because of the ongoing generosity of
people like you that we can keep our doors open and
services free to some of the most vulnerable people in
our community. What a blessing you are for so many in
need! Thank you!

S U N D A Y  A N N O U N C E M E N T S

OCIA Spotlight on Madi Metz
I knew I wanted to be Catholic when I learned that the Eucharist is the true body and blood of
Christ, not merely a symbol, and I long to receive Him in the way that He instituted. I have great
admiration for the reverence the Catholic Church holds for the sacredness of the sacraments
and the holiness of our Father. I’ve found great comfort in knowing the Church is rich in
tradition and unbroken, unwavering teachings that connects believers like me to the Apostles’
of Jesus and all the believers in history before me. 
Please pray for Madi and all our catechumens and candidates as they prepare for baptism or
full-reception into the Church.  

Biblical Walk Through the Mass
The Mass is nothing short of amazing. Through it, we
encounter God in the most intimate way possible as we
hear him speak to us in the Liturgy of the Word and as
we receive him Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity in the
Holy Eucharist. Join Cathedral Women's Bible Study to
explore the extraordinary biblical roots of the Liturgy and
reveals what it all means and why it all matters. This
fascinating tour of the Mass will renew your faith and
deepen your love for and devotion to the Holy Eucharist.
Thursdays , Jan 8-Feb 5 @ 6:00pm in the Cathedral
School Library. Order your workbook at
ascensionpress.com

mailto:jnjcarstens@sbcglobal.net
https://ascensionpress.com/


A R O U N D  O U R  D I O C E S E  A N D  B E Y O N D

I don’t know exactly what kind of life Mary and Joseph envisioned when they were first betrothed — back in
those simple times when they were just like any other couple who had hopes, dreams and no angels telling
them what to do.

Whatever their plans were, I think it’s safe to say that the future God had in store for Mary and Joseph was not
one either of them expected. I would imagine they both anticipated something a little quieter. A little more
stable (no pun intended). A little less tumultuous.

It exhausts me simply to read through the chaos of their movements in today’s Gospel. Flee to Egypt, return
to Israel (but not Judea! Herod’s son is there! Divert to Galilee! Divert!). Settle in Nazareth (let me remind you,
this is all happening with a baby in tow, and without the aid of a minivan). Take a deep breath, but don’t get
too comfortable — now it’s almost time to lose your kid in Jerusalem. Then you’ll have about 20 years off
before he starts raising people from the dead, and that’s when things start to get really crazy.

The story of the Holy Family is the ultimate example of the phrase “God had other plans.” If any four-word
sentence encapsulates what we can expect from the Christian life, it is this.

I thought I was meant for that job, but God had other plans. I thought I would live in this place, but God had
other plans. I thought I was supposed to become this person, but God had other plans.

We can do all the right things. We can make all the right choices. We can say, over and over again until our
voice wears out, “Thy will be done.” But all we can know for sure is that God has other plans

Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman
©LPi

Around the Diocese

Other Plans

T-Shirt Fundraiser, Sacred Heart in Virden - Celebrate the canonization of St. Pier Giorgio Frassati and St. Carlo
Acutis and support diocesan vocations! 100% of profits from sales will support vocations to the priesthood in our
diocese! Art by Fr. Daniel McGrath! 100% Cotton Navy T-shirts (Gildan – Heavy Cotton T-shirt, Unisex) Fundraiser
hosted by Sacred Heart Church in Virden, IL. For questions, contact the parish office at
secretary@sacredheart.dio.org or 217-965-4545. To order, visit www.sacredheartvirden.com


